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	County supervisors will consider Tuesday withdrawing their protest of a liquor license application at the Chumash Casino, but only if a host of conditions are met.

In May 2010, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians applied to the state Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control for a so-called "premise to premise" alcoholic beverage license that would allow it to serve alcohol at its casino buffet, in the Samala showroom and at the adjacent resort hotel.

The move was protested at that time by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors, as well as a vocal group of Santa Ynez Valley residents concerned about the potential for increased numbers of impaired drivers on State Route 154.
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Despite the objections, the ABC board granted an 
[image: image1]interim retail permit last September to the tribe. 
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Now, according to county CEO Chandra Wallar, the county has worked out an agreement with the Sheriff's Department, county counsel and the Chumash to address concerns about where the alcohol may be sold.

On Tuesday, Ms. Wallar will recommend a withdrawal of the protest if a long list of conditions from the sheriff and county are met, including that no alcohol be served on the gaming floor; children younger than 18 will not be allowed on the gaming floor or showroom; alcohol will only be sold in the Willows restaurant, buffet and showroom; that no happy hours be offered; that a designated driver program be created; and that local law enforcement and governments be notified if the permit is considered for an amendment or additional permits are sought.

The proposed agreement also prohibits the sale or consumption of alcohol during any performance or exhibition of boxing events or mixed martial arts at the showroom.

Third District Supervisor Doreen Farr, whose district includes the Chumash property, sent a letter to her Santa Ynez Valley constituents last week alerting them to the item on the board agenda.

"I hope anyone interested in this issue will come to the Board of Supervisors hearing and speak or send my office an email as to any thoughts or concerns you may have regarding the issuance of this license with these additional conditions," she wrote. "I have taken no position yet, either for or against, this proposed withdrawal of the protest and look forward to hearing from my constituents prior to voting on it."

Frances Snyder, a spokeswoman for the Chumash, said the tribe "has agreed as part of its license application to the conditions requested by the sheriff. The interim ABC license reflects the application as amended."

Federally recognized tribes such as the Chumash are considered sovereign by the federal government, which allows for their own internal governance. The tribes are subject to federal environmental, criminal and tax laws -- but the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that states have the authority to regulate alcohol sales on reservations even if they don't have rights to enforce other laws there.

As with anything involving changes or expansions at the Chumash Casino, there is likely to be a crowd of speakers at Tuesday's meeting, which starts at 9 a.m. in the county administration building in Santa Barbara.

The board of POLO, or Preservation of Los Olivos, sent the board a letter of protest, signed by board President Kathy Cleary. A copy was also sent to Rep. Elton Gallegly, R-Simi Valley.

The POLO board, Ms. Cleary noted, "continues to oppose any expansion of alcohol sales in any areas of the Chumash Casino and Resort, expansion of any business activity and/or expansion of any other authority and land."

Local law enforcement and the ABC, she said, "are unable to provide necessary oversight for public health, welfare and safety as evidence by over 1,400 arrest reports written at the location and the fact that it is virtually impossible for the ABC to determine where drunkenness occurs at this location."

The Chumash already had two ABC licenses to sell alcohol -- a "Type 47" license to sell beer, wine and spirits at the restaurant and a "Type 70" that allows the sale of beer, wine or liquor for consumption on the premises for hotel guests.

According to the county, the Chumash have "indicated that they intend to retain a prohibition against sales (of alcohol) on the gaming floor."

Ms. Farr, in her letter to constituents, also raised concerns about almost 1,400 acres of land the Chumash purchased in the spring of 2010 from the family of the late Fess Parker. The land covers about two square miles near the intersection of State Routes 154 and 246.

Ms. Farr noted that the Chumash have expressed interest in having that land incorporated into reservation boundaries through the federal fee-to-trust process. The tribe also reportedly spoke with Mr. Gallegly about transferring that land through federal legislation rather than the fee-to-trust, which requires a lengthy Bureau of Indian Affairs process.

"Last March I wrote a letter to the congressman expressing strong opposition to such legislation," Ms. Farr told her constituents. "Recently, I have learned that the Chumash have contacted our County CEO to initiate discussions regarding a possible mitigation agreement to address impacts to the county should the 1,400 acres be taken into 'fee to trust' and thus taken off of the property tax roll."

Ms. Farr said she told Ms. Wallar that it is not appropriate for the county to enter into discussions about the property unless the board majority votes upon the move, after a noticed public hearing.

Ms. Farr is opposed to the fee-to-trust, in which land annexed into reservation boundaries is not subject to county, state or federal land-use and zoning laws.
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The Chumash Resort & Casino is seeking a liquor license covering its buffet and showroom, and the adjacent hotel.
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