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Lateef Kayode Pursues 15th KO, 16th Win Without a Loss
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Nigerian-born cruiser weight (200 pounds) Lateef Kayode (pictured above, at left) will pursue his 15th knockout and his 16th victory without a loss during Friday night's Showtime televised bout opposite Nicholas Iannuzzi (pictured above, at right) of Tampa, Fla., at the Chumash Casino in Santa Ynez, Calif.

In the 10-round main event, 29-year-old Cuban Olympian and featherweight (126 pounds) Luis Franco (8-0, five KOs) of Miami takes a major step up in class when he faces southpaw Leonilo Miranda (32-2, 30 KOs) of Mexico.

Nicknamed, "Power," Kayode, who will turn 28 in March, has gone as much as four rounds five times in his career, including an August, eighth-round knockout of Alfredo Escalera. Jr., an October sixth-round stoppage of Epifanio Mendoza, and December's sixth-round stoppage of Ed Perry in his last fight.

Kayode has stopped 14 straight opponents since his lone route-going effort, a four-round unanimous decision over Mike Miller in his professional debut in August of 2008.

"He's doing very well. We just finished another workout today," said five-time Trainer of The Year, Freddie Roach, who handles Kayode, earlier this week. "He's getting better and better all the time, but he's still young. He's only got 16 fights, but he's getting better all the time."

Kayode shares Roach with a talented group that includes eight-division titlist and WBO welterweight (147 pounds) and WBC junior middleweight (154 pounds) king Manny Pacquiao, WBA junior welterweight (140 pounds) titlist Amir Khan, middleweight (160 pounds) prospect Julio Cesar Chavez Jr. and unbeaten rising junior middleweight (154 pounds) star Vanes Martirosyan.
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"We took a week off after the last fight and a day off for Christmas. We've basically been in the gym the whole time. These knockouts have been a blessing for me. I'm aggressive. If I land a good shot, I'm not going to stop. I'll keep coming until the KO comes, or, until they are down," said Kayode.

"I learn a lot from my trainer Freddie Roach. He's made me more patient. I now know I don't need to go for the knockout early," said Kayode. "The more you hit me the more you're looking for trouble. I don't know much about this guy. I'll just do my own thing and let it come."

The 34-year-old Iannuzzi (16-1, nine knockouts) has won four consecutive fights, two of them by knockout.

"This is a dream come true, something I've been working for since I was a little kid. Lateef is just another obstacle in my destiny. Nothing personal, but he's just someone I need to get past," said Iannuzzi. 

"I can do it all. I can brawl, counterpunch, adjust. I see some weaknesses in him that I can expose. There will be some chances for me in there," said Iannuzzi. "I pretty much know what to expect with him. I feel like I have more experience as a pro than he has. That will be a difference maker."

Iannuzzi was stopped in the first round of his lone defeat by Harvey Jolly in September of 2009.

"My only loss was good for me. It was a huge stepping stone for me and I won't let it happen again. I learned a lot from it. I feel like he's going to have a rude awakening soon. Very soon," said Iannuzzi. 

"I need to be smart against him. I know he has some knockout power, so I need to be smart," said Iannuzzi. "No offense to Freddie Roach, but he can only do so much. He's not in the ring with him."
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Franco (pictured above) won the first four fights of his carreer by stoppage, including the first three in the initial round. 

"If I get hit in the ring, I'll hit you back and hurt you. I'm not worried about his power. I'm going to do my fight and stick to my plan. Hopefully, it will be enough," said Franco.

"I think he's [Miranda] knocked out guys who just stood in front of him," said Franco. "We won't be doing that. I won't have an issue fighting a southpaw because I fought plenty as an amateur."

Miranda lost consecutive bouts, respectively, by fifth-round knockout in January of 2009, and, 10-round split-decision in October of 2009 to Orlando Cruz and Gilberto Bolanos. 

"Both losses helped me gain experience," said Miranda. "I learned to train the right way from them." 

Miranda has rebounded to stop his past two rivals, however, scoring knockouts in the sixth, and, fifth rounds against Andre Wilson and Carlos Medellin in April and August.

"We've been sparring with guys that have a lot of speed and power to get ready for Franco. I sparred with Charles Huerta and dominated him," said Miranda. 

"I'm coming to fight 10 rounds," said Miranda. "But I have the punching power to change the fight at any time. We'll try for the KO if it's there." 

