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Chumash donate Samala dictionary to local schools 
Staff Report Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Thursday, February 24, 2011 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has donated dozens of Samala-English dictionaries to local schools and libraries, the tribe announced last week.

The “Samala-English Dictionary — A Guide to the Samala Language of the Ineseno Chumash People,” is an encyclopedia-style dictionary of the language of the Chumash.

The 600-page volume features more than 4,000 words and 2,000 photographs and illustrations. It was released  by the tribe in 2008 after five years of development.

“It is the goal of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to have a Samala-English dictionary in every school, university, museum and public library in the region,” Niki Sandoval, Chumash Education Department director, said in a statement. “Our dictionaries also have found their way into university and museum libraries in more than 20 different countries from Sweden to Zimbabwe.”

Samala is not only the name of the Santa Ynez Chumash’s language, but it’s also what they originally called themselves. The last fluent Samala speaker died in the 1960s.

The tribe’s language program initiative, which includes the dictionary and a group of five Samala apprentices, began in 2003 as a directive of Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta.

“It was a multi-year project that was painstakingly created by a team of people,” Armenta said in a statement. “And, of course, the tribal membership championed the entire process and waited patiently for the end result.”

Schools in the Santa Ynez Valley receiving a dictionary include: Santa Ynez School, Santa Ynez Valley Union High School, Oak Valley School, Jonata Middle School, Solvang School, Los Alamos School, Dunn School, Family School, Midland School, and Santa Ynez Valley Christian Academy. Los Olivos School will also get a copy.

Each campus in the Lompoc Unified, Santa Maria-Bonita, Orcutt Union, and Blochman Union school districts also received a dictionary.

Public schools, museums and libraries in Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo and Ventura counties interested in a copy of the dictionary are asked to contact Niki Sandoval at 688-7997 or nsandoval@santaynezchumash.org.

