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	Chumash to help refurbish SYHS tennis courts

February 15, 2011 6:07 AM

Half the costs of refurbishing the Santa Ynez High School tennis courts will be paid through a donation from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation. 

The foundation this week donated $85,000 to the Santa Ynez Valley Youth Recreation organization for the project. 

"The tennis courts were in such disrepair that they were becoming dangerous," said Frank Kelsey, chairman for the Santa Ynez Valley Youth Recreation, in a statement about the donation. "There have been a few projects that Youth Rec and the Chumash Foundation have come together with matching funding. It's been a great partnership." 

The Santa Ynez Valley Youth Recreation organization -- founded in 1955 -- raises money through the annual Elks Queen campaign and has provided funding for a large majority of the recreational fields located in the Santa Ynez Valley, including the Sunny Fields Park and Pony League Fields. 

Youth Recreation also built the original tennis courts at Santa Ynez Valley Union High School more than 25 years ago. 

"We know that two organizations such as the Youth Rec and Chumash Foundation can do good things for this community," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman. "By partnering forces and funding with Youth Rec, we are proving that collectively two organizations can to do great things to enhance our community. The high school tennis courts project is a testament to that." 


