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Tuesday, February 1, 2011

SYHS tennis courts being resurfaced

Youth Rec, Chumash serve up a gift


Len Wood

 John Sprague of Sport Courts of America levels the surface for new concrete on the tennis courts at Santa Ynez High School.//Len Wood/Staff 
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The highly ranked Santa Ynez High School tennis teams are looking forward to even better seasons as four of their weathered courts are getting a complete face-lift with a generous donation from Santa Ynez Valley Youth Recreation and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, Athletic Director Ken Fredrickson said.

“The asphalt courts have had some sort of patch work done about every other year, and as the paint chips off and leaves cracks and holes, it becomes more of a playability and safety issue,” he added.

Youth Rec and the Chumash tribe each donated $85,000 for a total of $170,000 to pay a contractor, All American Courts, to refurbish the courts from asphalt to concrete, according to Superintendent Paul Turnbull.

“Tennis coaches Jennifer Rasmussen and Larry Popkin were over-the-moon excited about it. What a wonderful gift for us, as well as the community who uses those courts every day,” Turnbull added. 

 The asphalt slabs will be patched and then covered with concrete, and the wind screens on the fences will be replaced as well. The high school district may also spend $15,000 of General Fund money to resurface two existing concrete courts so they match the new ones, but that won’t be determined until the end of the project, Turnbull said.

“In the long run the district will most likely be saving money with having all concrete courts instead of spending large sums of money replacing the asphalt every few years,” Fredrickson added.

The Pirates girls tennis team finished their best season since 1995 last November, when they won the Los Padres League championship before losing to Brentwood in a CIF Division 4 sectional final.

The boys tennis season begins Feb. 28 when the varsity team travels to Righetti High School. The first match scheduled on the new courts is at 3 p.m. March 3, when the Pirates host San Luis Obispo.

“We can’t thank Youth Rec enough for their continued support of the high school and the community,” Turnbull said.

This is not the first time Youth Rec has donated money for the high school’s athletic programs. Another recent major project funded by the group was the purchase of new weight machines and refurbishing the weight room near the football field.

Youth Rec raises money each year through its queen campaign and then donates it to support youth recreation and sports programs of all kinds.

For more information on the high school’s spring sports, log onto www.syvpirates.org and click on Athletics.

