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Fun and fundraising at Samala Showroom

Vincent Armenta/Commentary Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Thursday, December 8, 2011 

At the end of October, more than 200 people gathered at our Chumash Casino Resort’s Samala Showroom for our second annual Foundation Dinner in celebration of the many nonprofits in the community.

Throughout the year, our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation reviewed more than 600 requests for in-kind donations, event sponsorships and grants. Of those, approximately 250 were approved and processed. 

We’re proud of the work that we’ve done in the community and proud of the partnerships we have formed to help make Santa Barbara County a better place to live and work. We host the Foundation Dinner in order to honor those partnerships and pay tribute to the many organizations that do so much for our community.

The event was attended by representatives from community nonprofit organizations, tribal leadership and management, and a variety of local, state and federal elected officials. The program featured remarks from tribal leadership and a video on the Chumash Golf Classic charity tournament held this past August, which raised $90,000 for three local charities: Friends of the Library of Santa Ynez Valley, Solvang Senior Center, and Buellton Senior Center.

At the dinner, we also provided an opportunity for representatives from local nonprofits to raise funds for their organizations. Instead of the spinning wheel we used last year, we 

offered participants an oppor-

tunity to win up to $5,000 with the Money Ball Machine, which added an element of excitement as participants stepped up for their chance to win funds for 

their organization.

In addition, the foundation presented service awards to deserving nonprofits in five categories. The Community Enhancement and Environment service award went to Santa Barbara Channelkeeper; the Culture and Recreation service award was given to Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation; the Education and Personal Development service award went to Santa Barbara County Education Office in support of its Teachers Network program; the Health and Human Services award went to Court Appointed Special Advocates of Santa Barbara County; and the Native American service award was given to Ventura County Indian Education Consortium.

Each service award recipient received a certificate and a $5,000 grant check from the tribe’s foundation.

After dinner, our audience was treated to music by LA Allstars Entertainment, an outstanding band that helped them dance the night away. It was a fruitful night for some and a fun night for all, and by the end of the evening we felt that we had not only solidified our existing community partnerships, but we also made new friends in the process.

The tribal members from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 

Indians have always been generous people and we will continue this lasting legacy through the work we do with our foundation.

Over the years, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has contributed more than $15 mil-lion to enhance the local community.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

