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The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians donated $25,000 to Toys for Tots, ensuring Christmas gifts for children in need throughout Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties.

The donation was given at the organization’s eighth annual benefit concert on December 10. Platinum selling artist Uncle Kracker performed.

Last year Toys for Tots distributed over 40,000 toys to about 18,000 children. Toys are collected October through December each year and the effort is organized by the Marine Corps League in San Luis Obispo. This year they expect to serve 20,000 children, and the organization was glad to receive such a large donation.

“This generous donation delivers a message of hope and contributes to our young people becoming responsible, productive, patriotic citizens,” said Anita Pomerantz, managing director and chief consultant for the Central Coast Marine Corp Toys for Tots. “ In turn, we all receive the gift of knowing that there will be many more smiles and laughter on Christmas day.”

The tribe has donated $15 million to hundreds of groups, and was happy to contribute to the holiday charity tradition. The Marine Corps has run Toys for Tots since it was founded in 1947.

“We’re very happy to support an organization like Toys for Tots which makes such a positive difference in the lives of so many children,” said Vincent Armenta, Tribal Chairman for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

