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Putting the fun into fundraising

Richard Gomez/Commentary | Posted: Thursday, August 4, 2011 12:15 am
Next week, 144 golfers will converge on the Alisal River Course in Solvang to tee up for the annual Chumash Golf Classic tournament, in which we expect to raise nearly $100,000 for local charities.

Since its inception in 2004, the Chumash Golf Classic has raised more than a half-million dollars for local nonprofit organizations and community groups. The tournament, which is hosted and organized by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians in collaboration with the Chumash Casino Resort, has become one of the most popular events in the region.

The Chumash Golf Classic draws golfers from throughout the state who all gather to golf in one of the most beautiful settings in the state, socialize with tribal members and casino management and, of course, raise money for a great cause. Or, in this case, three great causes.

Each year the tribe selects organizations to benefit from the proceeds of the tournament. We seek out organizations that make a difference in the community and also share the same level of community commitment that we do.

This year three worthy local organizations will benefit from the Chumash Golf Classic proceeds: Friends of the Library of the Santa Ynez Valley, Buellton Senior Center, and Solvang Senior Center.

The Friends of the Library of the Santa Ynez Valley organization provides support and promotes the programs and functions of the Solvang Branch Library. Their mission is to make the public aware of the services and needs of the library, to stimulate expansion of the library's collections, facilities and services, and to support programs that directly affect the needs of children, youth and adults in the Santa Ynez Valley.

The Buellton Senior Center was established in 1976 and currently operates two thrift stores in Buellton along with its senior center.

Last year the center served more than 1,300 seniors from the Santa Ynez Valley and prepared meals in excess of 14,000. Each weekday the center operates its Meals on Wheels program by preparing 100 meals and delivering them to Buellton seniors.

The Solvang Senior Center has been providing nutritious noontime meals and quality programs and services for over three decades to the Valley's senior citizens.

Serving a sector of the population where two-thirds live alone, the Solvang Senior Center's mission is to provide the support to enable its seniors a continued independence through valuable programs such as tax preparation, educational classes, medical billing and insurance assistance, computer literacy, exercise classes and social activities

Past beneficiaries of our Chumash Golf Classic tournament include People Helping People, Stuart C. Gildred Family YMCA, Unity Shoppe of Santa Barbara, and United Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Barbara County.

Our Chumash Golf Classic has been a success from the beginning and has attracted philanthropic golfers from a variety of businesses and other tribes. In fact, many organizations contact us in advance to ensure that we reserve a spot for them in our popular event - good news for us and good news for the nonprofits benefiting from our tournament.

More than 30 volunteers will assist us next week in ensuring that the Chumash Golf Classic is once again the tremendous success that participants have come to expect.

Richard Gomez is vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

