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Santa Ynez Valley - A debate over a piece of property in the Santa Ynez Valley is pitting a group of concerned citizens against the Chumash. 

Up for debate is a 1,400 acre parcel of land known as "Camp 4" that some are worried could eventually become a major development.

Thursday the Santa Ynez Band of the Chumash Indians tried to quash any rumors that it wants to turn the open land into a major development, but a number of valley residents say that's not the case.

The tribe says all it wants to do is build homes. The land was purchased by the Chumash in April 2010 from Fess Parker Enterprises for about $40 million. It's located near the corner of Highway 154 and Highway 246. 

The tribe is currently trying to annex the property to the existing reservation, a process known as 'Fee to Trust'. Tribal Chairmen Vincent Armenta says the current plan is to build 143 single family homes on 200 acres and leave the rest as vineyards and open space.

"The only development that we're actually thinking about right now is the ability to build additional housing, we are certainly not talking about building a casino," says Chairman Armenta.

The group 'Santa Ynez Valley Concerned Citizens' says, it has heard talk of development on that property before and it has not always been just about a small parcel of homes. 

"We have to be very careful because sometimes what is said what not what was done," according to Gerry Shepherd with the Santa Ynez Valley Concerned Citizens.

The group is worried anymore build-up in the valley will lead to a host of problems, such as public safety and traffic congestion. As an example of something that was said, but never done was talk of turning the 1,400 acre site into a multi-use property that would include a hotel, gold course and tribal housing. That deal fell through in 2004.

Meanwhile, the debate continues tomorrow night. A town-hall style meeting will be held at 6PM at the Solvang Veteran's Memorial Building.

KEY News Reporter Scott Hurst has the story.

