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Chumash Set Record Straight on Camp 4 Future

Posted: Aug 25, 2011 7:20 PM PDT Updated: Aug 25, 2011 7:27 PM PDT 
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY – A Chumash tribal member sings a traditional song celebrating what the Tribe sees as the return of its ancestral land in the Santa Ynez Valley.

"The Tribe at one time had the rights to this land prior to our existing reservation", says Chumash Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta, "a lot of the tribal members parents and grandparents were actually part of that, and part of owner of this, so its very symbolic to them."

Its nearly 1400 acres of rolling, oak-studded hills, sprawling vineyards and cattle grazing at the northeast corner of Highways 154 and 246 in the heart of the Valley.

Known as the Camp 4 property, it was sold to the Tribe by the family of former owner and late actor Fess Parker.

"The reason for purchasing a large parcel was so that future generations of the Tribe actually have land to exercise their tribal government authority as well as their cultural beliefs", Armenta says.

A coalition of concerned Valley residents and preservation groups have launched an aggressive campaign to raise awareness of what they claim is the Tribe's true intention with the land.

The groups say the Tribe is trying to go around Santa Barbara County zoning and planning rules by getting the federal government to approve annexation of the land as part of the Chumash Reservation so the Tribe can build another hotel and casino, maybe a golf course and resort, which the coalition says would forever spoil the natural beauty of the Valley.

Chairman Armenta says the opposition groups are only spreading fear with pure falsehoods.

"Raising all these myths and comments that we plan on building a 30 story casino out here", Armenta says, "when actually the tribe has zero intentions, no intentions of ever building a casino out here."

Armenta says the future goal for the Camp 4 land is to build more than 140 single family homes for current tribal members and their offspring.

"We feel that it is necessary that all the membership who want to move back into the area who don't live here, or who perhaps live here but not on the reservation, have the opportunity to come back", Armenta says, "and live underneath their tribal government, live underneath their culture and live with the land that really belongs to them."

Armenta says the housing plan, when its done, will be consistent with the County's existing Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan.

Groups opposing tribal annexation of the Camp 4 property are hosting a public town hall meeting Friday, August 26 at 6pm at the Solvang Veterans Memorial Hall.

