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Chumash cross channel in tomol

By SYV Staff

	


	 

	Volunteers carry the tomol on the beach on Santa Cruz Island after the paddlers completes the six-hour trip.//Contributed
	


For just the seventh time in more than 150 years, descendants from various Chumash nations crossed the Santa Barbara Channel over the weekend in a tomol — a traditional mode of water transportation.

In the early hours on Saturday, paddlers began the 21-mile, six-hour trek from Channel Islands Harbor in Oxnard to Scorpion Bay on Santa Cruz Island. They landed at Limuw, which once was the largest Chumash village on the island and now is part of the Channel Islands National Park.

The journey typically can take up to 10 hours, how-ever, ideal weather cut four hours off the voyage, which began at 3:30 a.m.

“It was a blessing that the weather conditions were so calm,” said Reggie Pagaling, a Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians tribal member who has participated in all seven crossings. “It was also amazing to witness a pod of dolphins swim next to the tomol, escorting us through the channel.”

In 2009, the crossing was canceled because of ocean conditions.

This year was the inaugural voyage for “Muptami,” the newest tomol. Built over the past two years by about 50 volunteers — most of them Native Americans — the 30-foot-long craft is named after the Santa Ynez Chumash word for “deep memory,” according to the Santa Ynez Chumash.

The tomol, a redwood plank canoe between 8- to 30-feet-long, was used for fishing, trade, and travel between the islands and mainland. The last Chumash tomols used for fishing were made around 1850, according to the Santa Ynez Chumash.

Between four to five paddlers, who sit on their knees, can be accommodated in the tomol at one time and about 20 paddlers — young men to elders — rotated shifts from a support boat.

