
	Tribe donates to community

— Nora K. Wallace 
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At the tribal hall on Wednesday, from left, Michael Rattray, Dena Lara, Paula Parisotto — representatives of local nonprofits — stand behind their shared check with Vince Armenta, Chumash chairman, Richard Gomez, Chumash vice-chairman and David Dominguez, tribe member. 
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The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation on Wednesday donated $113,000 to two local community organizations. 

The tribe gave the proceeds from its annual Chumash Classic Golf Tournament to United Boys and Girls Clubs of Santa Barbara County and Stuart C. Gildred Family YMCA. 

"We are proud to partner with these organizations," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, in a statement. "Both play a significant role in ensuring that our community is a better place." 

Each organization received a check totalling $56,000. 

"Enabling all our member youth to reach their full potential is only a dream if not for the commitment of our donor partners in pulling our resources together to make it happen," said Michael Rattray, chief executive officer of the United Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Barbara County, in a statement. "We fully appreciate the confidence that the Chumash Foundation has entrusted in our partnership in making this dream a reality for thousands of kids throughout our county every year." 

This year is the sixth time for such donations. Proceeds from previous tournaments typically averaged $100,000 annually. 

"Our tournament has become more popular every year," said Richard Gomez, tribal vice chairman of the tribe. "Our goal is to not only raise money for worthy causes, but to make the fundraiser unique and special." 

This year, there were 144 players at the tournament. 


