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Jonathan McGowan sits next to his war shield and bustle at the 15th annual Chumash Pow-Wow held over the weekend at Live Oak Camp in the Santa Ynez Valley. McGowan, who lives in Southern California, is a descendant of the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska.//Mark Brown/Staff 

Native American culture was celebrated this weekend as the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians hosted the 15th annual Intertribal Pow-Wow at Live Oak Camp in the Santa Ynez Valley.

The event, which ran Saturday and Sunday, was organized by a committee of tribal volunteers. Dominica Valencia, a tribal member and longtime Santa Ynez Valley resident, was the co-chair for 2010, with help from tribal elder Elaine Schneider.

The tribe’s first pow-wow was held in the early 1970s on its reservation with just a few dancers and spectators. Some of the first pow-wows were held as fundraisers for a new system to provide running water for the tribal members living on the reservation.

Through the years, the pow-wow has grown into a showcase for tribes in their traditional regalia. Vendors at the pow-wow range from food booths to artists selling jewelry, clothing, and arts and crafts. The pow-wow consistently attracts more than 150 dancers and nearly 3,000 spectators.

