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Dancer Julian Phoenix performs in traditional dress for the crowd at the 15th annual Chumash Intertribal Pow-Wow at Live Oak Campground. 
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A torrent of cars lined up on the outskirts of Live Oak Campground in the Santa Ynez Valley on Sunday, waiting for a parking spot in order to start exploring American Indian culture at the 2010 15th annual Intertribal Pow-Wow. From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., people were welcomed to enjoy traditional music, Native American food and all sorts of shows throughout the second day of the event. 

The Chumash pow-wow committee dedicated the past 15 years at the Live Oak campground to provide the community a glimpse of American Indian history. The event was estimated to draw in more than 6,000 spectators and competitors over the course of the weekend. Tribes from all over the country fly in to support fellow tribal families and showcase their heritage. 

"We are here to talk with people, and spiritual leaders and practitioners are here to just listen to what you have to say," said Elaine Schneider, head of the pow-wow committee members. "We feel like we need to give something extra, so we let people know that they will be heard, no matter what their concerns are. This is our culture and we want to share it with the community." 

The steady, rhythmic sounds of drum beats and deep incantations of tribal music permeated the air while local Central Coast Chumash prepare for their dance performances and competitions. The first show of the day is the gourd dance, which is usually performed by veterans and it's also the traditional beginning of all Indian ceremonies. Following the opening dance would be the grand entry, which is a presentation of all the native tribes. Many of them make their own intricate tribal regalia, true to the American Indian tradition. 

Lessons on ancient ancestral skills such as flint kapping, sharpening arrowheads and creating basic hunting weapons were available to brave visitors. For those less adventurous, there was also a Chumash storyteller camped out next to a green "hup", a grass hut tribal families used to live in, allowing listeners to cozy around while listening to ancient stories. 

Booths of delicately weaved shawls, dream-catchers and Waquq art dazzled the meandering crowd. Canvas bags with animal designs and bright handmade necklaces in colors of orange, yellow and green caught the attention of young girls. Couples could be seen considering native art for their new apartment and some vendors even create jewelry on the spot while shoppers admire the readied work. 

Children enjoyed their time by running around with traditional headdresses and fur boots, leaping across hay barrels, playing with native toys and getting their face painted. Along with the fun and games, there were also booths that focused on serious matters, such as youth programs and environmental issues. 

Educational Director of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, Niki Sandoval, said it's important for the youth to be involved with social enterprises. "We want the youth to understand the importance of giving back to a society that has given so much," Sandoval said. "So by encouraging them to use their creativity, we have original photography and art cards that we're selling for the first time at the event. All the proceeds will go to the Humane Society and the Growing Solutions restoration educational institution." 

The Chumash Environmental Department was also a strong supporter of the pow-wow, focusing on making this a zero-waste event. "We had compost bins distributed all over the area, it's a way to divert waste," Jesse Patterson, environmental management specialist said. "We also use oil from fry breads and used cooking oil from the vendors to fuel the truck we drive in and out the compound." 

"Taking care of the environment has always been part of the Native American culture, so this fits in nicely," Patterson said. "We just add modern technologies to facilitate what they're trying to do." 

The Chumash pow-wow committee is already geared up for the future, setting a date for October of next year to carry on the tradition. "It's getting bigger and better every year," Schneider said. "And we're happy to provide American Indian entertainment and continue to share our stories and heritage." 



	


