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Above, Chumash Inter-Tribal singers perform an opening song and prayer during the first Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation dinner at Hotel Corque in Solvang. Below, Santa Barbara International Film Festival Director of Development Michal Wiesvrock spins a wheel for a monetary award as host Kenneth Kahn, the tribe's secretary/treasurer, looks on. 
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With one turn of a "Wheel of Fortune" type spinner, People Helping People executive director Dean Palius on Wednesday night got a cash windfall large enough to buy food for 1,500 people for a month. 

And with a similar twist of the multi-colored dial, Santa Barbara International Film Festival director of development Michal Wiesbrock got a $750 check and the ability to help fund free educational programs for the community. 

The two men weren't taking part in any television game show or Las Vegas-style gambling adventure. Instead, they were part of a celebratory event hosted by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation to pay tribute to local non-profit organizations and agencies as well as to spotlight the tribe's "lasting legacy of giving." The event was held at the Hotel Corque in Solvang and gathered together about 160 people. 

In addition to the spin-the-wheel opportunity for a few groups chosen by names picked out of a hat, the night included a resolution presented to Chumash leaders from 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr, whose district includes the reservation, as well as Board Chairman Janet Wolf and 1st District Supervisor Salud Carbajal. 

Looking out into the crowd, Ms. Farr commented, "The work all of you do and the support the Foundation gives is really what makes Santa Barbara County the wonderful and special place it is." 

Also during the night, five non-profits were surprised with Community Service awards and unexpected checks for $5,000 each. 

The event, said tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta, was "about sharing our philanthropic philosophy and honoring those organizations that serve as our partners in the community. The guiding principle for our Foundation is based on what our ancestors have passed down through the generations. The tribal members from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians have always been generous people and we will continue this lasting legacy through the work we do with our Foundation." 

The Foundation was created in 2005, and according to the tribe, the Chumash have donated more than $13 million to the community in recent years. 

In the days before its casino and other financial ventures, such as a resort, spa, gas station and restaurant, many tribe members used the services offered by some of the nonprofits in attendance, including charitable food donations. 

"Your organizations have been there in times of need with our tribal members," Mr. Armenta said to the audience. 

The financial giving, he added, "is on behalf of 142 tribal members and their children and our staff ... We are fortunate to have the ability to do this." 

A group of four Chumash men sang songs throughout the evening in the native language, Samala. 

Tribal member and singer Reggie Pagaling said he was proud of the work accomplished by the men and women in the audience. 

"You do a great service," said Mr. Pagaling to a room also filled with elected officials, community leaders, law enforcement officials and business owners. "Don't stop. Continue that. It's essential." 

Foundation Administrator Veronica Sandoval and Business Committee Member Kenneth Kahn worked as a team picking nonprofits to spin the wheel. During the night, in addition to People Helping People and the Film Festival, the local chapter of the American Heart Association, the Search Dog Foundation, College School District and Buellton Rotary all spun and received checks for either $750 or $1,000. 

It was the announcements of the service awards and the handing out of $5,000 donations that prompted gasps and exclamations of surprise and delight from recipients. 

The Community Enhancement and Environment service award was given to the Santa Barbara Zoological Foundation; the Culture and Recreation service award was given to Lompoc Family YMCA; the Education and Personal Development service award went to the Scholarship Foundation of Santa Barbara; the Health and Human Services award went to Family Care Network; and the Native American service award was given to Growing Solutions. 

"Holy cow," said Richard Block, the zoo's chief executive officer, as he walked toward the stage. "I'm blown away." 

Colette Hadley, executive director of the Scholarship Foundation of Santa Barbara, was bubbling with excitement about the unexpected check. Each year, the Chumash provide $25,000 to the foundation for scholarships in the Santa Ynez Valley, she said. 

"Oh my gosh, $5,000," Ms. Hadley said. "We would have been thrilled to spin the wheel and win $750. Every penny helps." 

Mr. Armenta, who as chairman sits on the committee that chooses Foundation recipients, said the evening was about celebrating the partnerships the tribe has established. 

For himself, he said, he appreciated the "opportunity to give to the community. It's something that not everybody can do.... It's a good feeling." 


