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A tribute to tradition of involvement

By Richard Gomez/Commentary

Last night we held our first Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation dinner at Hotel Corque in Solvang — and it was quite a success.

Organized to celebrate and honor the lasting Chumash legacy of giving and also to pay tribute to the many nonprofits in the community, the dinner attracted more than 100 members of the philanthropic community.

Representatives from more than 20 local nonprofit organizations attended our foundation dinner. In addition, city, county and state government officials were on hand to participate in the festivities.

The evening started out with an opening song from the Chumash Inter-Tribal singers followed by welcoming remarks from our tribal chairman, Vincent Armenta. We also had some fun by providing an opportunity for the nonprofits in the audience to win some money for their organizations.

Rather than an evening filled with long speeches, we treated the audience to a video that told our foundation story in a compelling way. It featured comments from each member of the tribe’s Business Committee (our tribal leadership team) as well as observations from representatives of some of the organizations our foundation has funded. The video featured footage from the various service areas we fund.

We also showed a short video on People Helping People of the Santa Ynez Valley to provide a nonprofit perspective on the importance of community involvement. Clients of this valuable and dedicated nonprofit talked about the important role People Helping People plays in their lives.

Our foundation gave out service awards to deserving nonprofits in five categories: Community Enhancement and Environment; Culture and Recreation; Education and Personal Development; Health & Human Services; and Native American.

Our tribe was recognized by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors. Board representatives presented our tribe with a county resolution of recognition for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation. Among the statements included in the resolution are:

Whereas, for the past 16 years the Santa Ynez Chumash have shared a portion of their casino revenues with the community in the support of local charities and other philanthropic endeavors;

Whereas, the Santa Ynez Chumash established the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation in 2005 to create a more structured philanthropic program for the Santa Ynez Chumash and, in turn, make the programs more accessible for a wider range or organizations.

Since the beginning, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians has been a generous contributor to the community. It’s a trait that has been passed down from our ancestors — they even had a word for it in our native Samala language: ‘amuyich.

Today, through our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation, we are keeping that lasting legacy alive by providing charitably to local nonprofits. Over the years, our tribe has contributed more than $13 million to enhance the local community.

It was a proud evening for us at the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. We had an opportunity to demonstrate to the nonprofits in the community how grateful we are to partner with them and work together to make our Valley a better place to live and work.
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