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The Santa Barbara Police Foundation has given a lifetime membership award to the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. 

The tribe was honored for "its significant contribution" to the foundation. The event was presented with the honor during the foundation's first annual "Brunch with the Cops" event at the Four Seasons Resort The Biltmore Santa Barbara on Oct. 17. 

Santa Barbara Police Chief Cam Sanchez also gave the tribe his personal Chief's uniform hat, encased in a clear plastic box. 

"I am honored to have begun a lifelong connection with my friends, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians family," Chief Sanchez said in a statement. "To be one of many who are supported and encouraged in an effort to keep our communities safe is a privilege I will forever cherish." 

The presentation of the uniform hat, he added, represents a "heartfelt offering of personal commitment to our friendship." 

The newly formed Santa Barbara Police Foundation provides assistance to families of officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty and also helps family members with catastrophic health costs. The foundation also hopes to fund the purchase of essential equipment that the department's budget cannot fund. 

"Launching this new Santa Barbara Police Foundation is a testament to the Santa Barbara Police Department's unwavering commitment to public safety and its employees and their families," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman, in a statement. "It is with great pleasure that we support the efforts of the Santa Barbara Police Foundation." 



	


