
	IN CONCERT : Taking Things Global - After 40 years together, Los Tigres del Norte is going stronger than ever, and the group performs at Chumash Casino on Thursday
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LOS TIGRES DEL NORTE 

When: 8 p.m. Thursday 

Where: Chumash Casino, 3400 E. Hwy. 246, in Santa Ynez 

Cost: $45 to $105 

Information: (800) 585-3737, chumashcasino.com 

In the north-of-the-border music scene, a band's fate can waver wildly from season to season. But in the special world of the regional Mexican music known as norteño, one name soars and maintains its lofty position: Los Tigres del Norte. The group's appearance at the Chumash Casino on Thursday promises to be one of the better shows this season. 

Going long and strong since forming in the 1970s, the Sinaloa-born and San Jose-based group tours the Americas, Europe and beyond, and has a discography of 45-plus titles. Live, the smartly dressed, accordion-driven band puts on a great show, as Santa Barbarans have witnessed in local stops over the years, including a Santa Barbara Bowl show in 2004. 

Playing live is the main emphasis and reason for being in this group, says Hernandez, and their audiences tend to range from children to grandparents and all ages between. 

"We like for people to get happy," he said in a recent interview from the San Francisco airport on his way to Mexico City, "and to see their selves in the songs that we perform. They relate to them. That's our goal every night, to make them react to us. It is amazing how people get happy and get calm, get frustrated, and all emotions in life come out every night." 

Combining celebration, frustration and a kind of reality programming in the songs known as corridos is a big part of the norteño culture. Los Tigres' huge library of songs and corridos has dealt with immigration issues, Mexican pride and even anti-hero stories of drug runners along the border. 

"Corridos can deal with all kinds of controversies and problems," Hernandez says. "The people can relate because they live those problems. We tell them what's happening in each city, in Mexico or in Colombia or the United States. We sing stories about them. They can relate to them in different ways. At the same time, we feel good that we are connecting. We send them the message. 

"Sometimes, we deal with problems that really hurt the community, but this is the way we tell them what's going on. We know it, but we forget sometimes, and the music will remind them. If there are problems, we don't want to see more problems. We would like to stop them there. That is the message." 

Los Tigres is a family band, with Jorge commanding the accordion and lead vocals, along with his bothers Hernan, Eduardo and Luis, with Oscar Lara on drums. Could that familial bond help explain the band's remarkable longevity and continuity over the years? 

"There are a lot of things involved," he says. "There is the family, and the way we get exactly the problems of the community. I think the continuation of our saying exactly what's happening in different states and cities and countries. 

"My songs not only relate to the United States. I try to make them related to different countries, because I perform in Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Colombia, Chile, Argentina and Spain and other countries. I try to get my numbers more international, and I speak about problems concerning everybody. I am trying to get my language more internationally — the words we use in the songs. I don't want to stay in one spot. We try to move." 

In fact, one subject Hernandez hopes to address more in the future is immigration, particularly in light of the recent and hotly debated anti-immigrant statute in Arizona. The band has exerted some of its considerable power and influence by boycotting the state and dealing with politicos on the subject. 

"Actually," Hernandez says, "we performed one week before the governor signed the document. But when they wanted us to be more open to playing in different cities in Arizona, I said, 'Well, we're going to wait to see how we're going to support different organizations, trying to work it out.' We believe that we have to find some way to send a message. 

"I have a lot of thoughts about it. We're trying to make something big, something strong and something that is not only about Arizona, but about the whole country. Other states are proposing the same issue and the same laws. We are trying to make it more international and not only about one area. When the time comes to record for the next year, I will try to put something strong on it. I hope it comes out very strong, because I am waiting and trying to get all the information I can, so we can write about that." 

While these positions are strong and extremely relatable now, Hernandez points out that the group as always felt this way toward the dilemma. 

"We have been singing songs about this issue since the '70s. We're not the type of group that makes the scandals and tries to be (a problem). We have to be very careful with what we're doing. 

"We try to do the best we can and do it correctly, with the good language and the good propositions and good faith that we're going to try to solve these problems. That way, we put our situation together in the songs, but the message has to be clear. That's our goal, to do it correctly." 

Despite Los Tigres' acclaim and ongoing legacy, the non-Latino music demographics have been slow getting on board the Tigres train. So it was almost startling to open a fairly recent issue of The New Yorker and find a long, engaging and comprehensive profile on the group. It angled on the group's cameo on The Chieftains' recent Mexican-related project, "San Patricio." But the article serves as a solid primer in the wonder that is this family band. 

For the story, journalist Alec Wilkinson spent a lot of time with the band on the road. 

"It was fun," Hernandez says. "A lot of information came out that a lot of people don't have about us, especially in another language. But it was very interesting for us, to have people learn who we are and what we do." 

The exposure has been nothing short of great for Los Tigres. 

"A lot of promoters and people have called us," Hernandez says, "from different areas where they have never called before. And where we work, we get more respect for what we are doing. It is very interesting now that we are coming out of the American newspapers now. We have had a lot of very good response." 

Just recently in Southern California, the band has given concerts in such high-profile venues as Gibson Amphitheatre and Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. Little by little, Los Tigres is expanding its reach beyond the Latino world. 

At this point, he says, "the group has been working like it has always been. Every time, we get more interest to do things in different area that we haven't done before. That opens a lot of cities where we have never performed, and areas with different halls, different concerts. It is changing our situation a lot, day by day." 

	 


