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	Bill helps further native education
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Commentary

Last month Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law Assembly Bill 2089, a measure that was authored by Assembly member Joe Coto, a Democrat from San Jose and received unanimous bipartisan support in both houses of the Legislature.

Specifically, AB 2089 extends the American Indian Education Center program to 2017 and provides the state Superintendent of Schools flexibility when appointing qualified educators to the American Indian Education Oversight Committee board when center directors are unavailable to fill such positions.

As background, the California American Indian Education Center program was established to serve as community-based educational resource centers to Native American students, parents, guardians and public schools in order to promote the academic and cultural achievement of Native American students.

As a program of the California Department of Education, each center submits a report annually which includes data that reflects each center’s ability to meet objectives, measure student academic performance and meet continued educational and cultural needs of the community.

Our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians tribal government team worked diligently to support AB 2089 and ensure it remained front and center as it worked its way through the legislative system. Our support of this bill was done on behalf of all Native American tribes throughout California and to ensure the continuance of this important program.

There are 27 American Indian Education Centers throughout the state that serve Native American youth on and off reservations. The centers assist in improving academic achievement and lowering dropout rates among

Native American students at all grade levels. A recent report shows that among ethnic groups in California, Native Americans are the only group to meet and exceed the federal standards for academic testing in 2010.

On the Santa Ynez reservation, our Education Department has made great progress in instilling the value of education in our youth. Our programs include an after-school tutoring and mentoring program and recreational outings for tribal children and their parents. We also established a generous scholarship program that allows our students to focus on academics.

We are proud of our accomplishments in the education arena, and the statistics speak for themselves. From 1996 (when our scholarship program was established) through this year, 33 of our tribal students have earned their bachelor of arts degrees, seven tribal students received their master’s degrees and seven have received doctorates. Our students have graduated from a variety of colleges and universities, including local universities such as UCSB and Cal Poly, as well as private universities such as Stanford University.

We are pleased that AB 2089 was passed by both the Assembly and the Senate and that the governor signed it into law. This program is critical to the academic progress of Native Americans. Although significant advancement has taken place to move Native Americans forward in the academic world, much more work remains in order to attain the level of academic achievement necessary to compete in today’s global economy. AB 2089 is a step in the right direction in our collective quest in obtaining those goals.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.




