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A celebration of the culture of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians and all other Native American tribes in California is scheduled for this weekend on the tribe's reservation in Santa Ynez.

The fourth annual Chumash Culture Days on Oct. 16 and 17 will honor all 109 federally recognized tribes in the state, said Nakia Zavalla, culture director of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

The Santa Ynez Chumash event is similar to gatherings that other tribes and rancherias hold throughout the state with California-style singing and dancing and other cultural celebrations, Zavalla said. The tribe's annual pow-wow at Live Oak Camp in Los Padres National Forest, held earlier this month, draws tribes from throughout the U.S., Zavalla said, but Chumash Culture Days is limited to California participants.

All activities will be held at the Chumash Tribal Hall, 100 Via Juana Lane, off Highway 246.

Each day's festivities, which are open to the public free of charge, are scheduled to begin with an opening blessing - at 1 p.m. Oct. 16 and 11:30 a.m. Oct. 17. A special ceremony to honor elders is scheduled from 1:30 to 2 p.m. Oct. 16.

Saturday's schedule from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. includes a California-style dancers and cultural exchange, a handgame tournament, the Me-Wuk Tuolumne Dancers, and storytelling. Handgame is a Native American gambling game.

Sunday's schedule from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. includes the Me-Wuk Tuolumne Dancers, California-style dancers and cultural exchange, and a Native California singing contest with a first prize of $300.

There will also be Native American arts and craft vendors and booths selling  Native American food on both days. See this story in tomorrow's Lompoc Record.
