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November 3, 2010

Chumash foundation recognizes nonprofit groups

By Julian J. Ramos/Staff Writer

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians awarded more than $28,000 to nonprofit groups in Santa Barbara County and recognized the work they do during its foundation‘s inaugural dinner event.

The foundation, created in 2005 and governed by the tribe’s Business Committee, presented

$5,000 grants and award certificates Oct. 27 in five categories to: Lompoc Family YMCA for culture and recreation services; Santa Barbara Zoological Foundation, community enhancement and environment services; Scholarship Foundation of Santa Barbara, education and personal development services; Family Care Network, health and human services; and Growing Solutions, Native American services.

“Tonight was about sharing our philanthropic philosophy and honoring those organizations that serve as our partners in the community,” said Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta to about 160 guests at the tribe’s Hotel Corque in Solvang.

“The guiding principle for our foundation is based on what our ancestors have passed down through the generations. The tribal members from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians have always been generous people, and we will continue this lasting legacy through the work we do with our foundation.”

By spinning a roulette-like wheel, six other groups won money totaling $4,750. They were: Buellton Rotary, $1,000; Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People, $750; College School District, $750; Santa Barbara International Film Festival, $750; American Heart Association, $750; and Search Dog Foundation, $750.

The tribe has donated more than $13 million to local groups, organizations and schools throughout the years.

	

	


In 2010, for example, grants from the foundation saved July 4 fireworks shows in Santa Maria and Lompoc from cancellation.

Tribal leaders also received a resolution honoring the foundation from the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors, which was represented by 2nd District Supervisor Janet Wolf, 1st District Supervisor Salud Carbajal and 3rd District Supervisor Doreen Farr.

The Chumash Inter-Tribal singers opened and closed the evening with songs in Samala — the tribe’s native language.

