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     November 11, 2010

	A leader works among us

By Vincent Armenta/Commentary

Earlier this week our tribal leadership team attended the 2010 American Indian Heritage Month Local Leadership Awards ceremony honoring a handful of tribal leaders — including our very own Richard Gomez, vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

Sponsored by KCET-TV and the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, the leadership awards recognize the outstanding accomplishments of American Indian and Alaskan Native men and women who are providing great leadership and making significant contributions to enrich our community.

Last month a crew from KCET, which is Southern and Central California’s public television station, spent the day with the vice chairman to produce a short video profile on his work in the tribal community. The segment, which was shown at the awards ceremony, will air on KCET during the entire month of November as part of the station’s month-long American Indian Heritage Month celebration.

Vice Chairman Gomez was recognized by KCET for his work in the community — both in our tribal community as well as the Santa Ynez Valley community.

He has been a champion of tribal and community causes for decades. When California gaming tribes first entered the large-scale gaming arena, he was at the forefront of the negotiations with the state to ensure that tribes were placed solidly on the road to economic self-sufficiency. His dedication to keep our tribe on that road has been unwavering.

The vice chairman’s focus goes beyond building a solid economic base for our tribe. He has also been involved with preserving our tribe’s culture. From resurrecting our Samala language to participating in tomol crossings across the Santa Barbara Channel, he ensures that our tribe incorporates culture preservation into our everyday lives. He also played a role in bringing pow-wows to Chumash to help celebrate Native American heritage.

He was also instrumental in establishing our Education Department in 1996 and has been an active participant in helping the department meet its goals. Since 1996, our tribe has experienced a significant increase in tribal students pursuing higher education — thanks to the base that the vice chairman established years ago.

Vice Chairman Gomez knows what it takes to be a leader in his tribal community as well as in the community at large. He understands that his active participation with our tribe’s foundation and in the community plays a major role in enhancing the lives of those who benefit from local nonprofit organizations.

All of us on the tribal Business Committee work diligently alongside our vice chairman to ensure that the tribe provides support to selected nonprofit organizations with programs focused on the foundation’s areas of interest.

When Vice Chairman Gomez first entered the world of tribal politics nearly two decades ago, our tribe was in a much different position. We didn’t have the Chumash Casino Resort, didn’t own Hotel Corque or Root 246 and didn’t have the capacity to participate at our current levels in cultural events. But one thing we did have was Vice Chairman Gomez’s dedication to serving our tribe.

In fact, it was his steadfast commitment and loyalty to our tribe that helped us move from a modest bingo tent to a destination resort that has become one of the top entertainment centers in the region.

If you happen to see Vice Chairman Gomez out in the community, be sure to offer him congratulations for this prestigious and well-deserved award. We are honored and proud to have him continue to serve on our tribal leadership team.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.


