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A nonprofit organization that helps almost 4,000 low income residents of the Santa Ynez Valley received a major financial assist of its own this week. 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation announced the contribution of $50,000 to Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People. 

People Helping People, which has an annual budget of $1.75 million, provides a food program, assistance with utilities, counseling, holiday gift program, domestic violence prevention, workforce investment, the Coalition to Promote Drug Free Youth, early mental health services and more. 

"We are extremely appreciative of the tribe and its foundation's continued support of our organization throughout the years," said Dean Palius, executive director of People Helping People. "This grant is a wonderful example of their willingness to step up where there is a need in the community. This is especially appreciated now when so many in our valley need assistance due to the state of the economy." 

The organization will use half the Chumash grant for its Family Strengthening and Support program, which targets children, youth and adults. The program allows people access to PHP's 17 basic needs and family support systems in a one-stop shopping mode. The organization's school-based Family Resource Centers are based at Jonata, Solvang and Santa Ynez elementary schools and Santa Ynez Valley Union High School. There is also a center at Olga Reed Elementary School in Los Alamos. 

At the family centers, clients can find services such as medical and dental care; emergency services such as food, rental, mortgage or utility assistance; early childhood counseling and parent education; youth services; transportation and translation; information to community service links and more. 

The organization notes that its Family Resource Centers are "designed to focus on family strengths and develop a strong collaboration between child, parent, school and PHP staff." 

"Our tribe has a long history with People Helping People and we have witnessed first-hand how valuable they are in helping to make a difference for those in need," said Chumash Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta, in a statement. "We believe in this organization and are proud to partner with them in our community." 

The Chumash Foundation is five years old, and is governed by the tribe's Business Council. 

The remainder of the grant will be used to help fund PHP's major fundraising efforts, including the Wine Country Bike Trek on June 25-27, Hidden Gems of California winemaking competition on June 12 and Vino De Sueños Wine Release celebration. 

"Our objective is to help defray the expenses of these events so that more of the funds raised can be used directly to serve clients," Mr. Armenta explained. 

The foundation has previously awarded money to PHP for its basic needs program and Thanksgiving meal program. 

The foundation donates more than $1 million each year to nonprofit organizations, according to Veronica Sandoval, the tribe's assistant director of public relations. 

Some of the other recent Foundation grant recipients include $5,000 to the Atterdag Village of Solvang for its first annual fashion show and the same about for its 2nd annual luau. The Solvang Friendship House received $5,000 for its Nashville Nights fundraiser and a team of Chumash employees walking for the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk got $2,500. Santa Maria's Relay for Life received $2,500 and the North County Rape Crisis and Child Protective Center received $1,500 for its Kids Day in the Park. 


