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Tribe committed to its community

By Vincent Armenta/Commentary

The tribal community is often thought of as an insular world where our focus is on our own population rather than those around us. But at the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, that characterization couldn’t be farther from the truth.

While it is a fact that we do have a multitude of tribal government programs for our nation of people, we are also closely involved with our community outside of our reservation. For us, the Santa Ynez Valley is considered as much of our home as our reservation is. It’s where we went to school (and where our children go to school), where we shop, dine, attend events and live our lives every day.

Many of our tribal members and our employees at our business enterprises are actively involved in nonprofit organizations in this community — some sit on boards while others perform volunteer work. We are involved because we care about the inner workings of this community and want to do our part in ensuring that the Santa Ynez Valley continues to be one of the best places to live and work.

We also play a significant role in the community through our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation. Our primary goal with our foundation is to give back generously to the community in the same way our ancestors did. We have a word for it — ’amuyich — which means generosity in Samala, our native language.

Our philanthropic approach for our foundation relies on building strong partnerships and working hand-in-hand with community members and nonprofit organizations to enhance our community. The collaborative nature of our process has resulted in a number of programs that have enhanced the lives of residents throughout Santa Barbara County and beyond.

We strive to take an active role in learning about an organization and seeing first-hand how our donation is making a difference in the lives of community members. We often tour organizations to learn just how important their role is in providing community programs that help seniors, youth, disadvantaged and others in our community. It’s heartwarming to see how many wonderful programs are there for those in need.

We recognize that the local nonprofits have been hit hard because of the downturned economy. Now, more than ever, these organizations are in need of assistance and we are pleased to be in a position to help.

In the first two months of 2010, we have issued more than $200,000 in foundation grants to community nonprofits to help support their programs. In addition to grant donations, a portion of the dollars given by the foundation were awarded as event sponsorship donations to local organizations for specific fundraising events. These events are often a primary source of fundraising for local nonprofits.

The community donations from our foundation are used to fund a variety of fields of interests, including environment, culture, education, and health and human services. Last year our tribe committed $1.4 million to the community. All told, we have donated more than $13 million to the community over the years — a commitment that gets results and keeps us striving to create more opportunities to enhance the community.

We are passionate about the community. As the first residents of the Santa Ynez Valley, we take special pride in our role in the community and do what we can to ensure we continue the spirit of generosity set by our ancestors.
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