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	The Elements of Timelessness : Legendary rock-funk group Earth, Wind & Fire bring its highly influential songbook to new generations of fans
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IN CONCERT 

EARTH, WIND & FIRE 

When: 8 tonight 

Where: Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 East Highway 246, in Santa Ynez 

Cost: $55 to $105, 18 and over 

Information: 800-585-3737, chumashcasino.com 

The lineup of artists who name Earth, Wind & Fire as a major influence reads like the guest list of an A-list Hollywood party: Prince, Mary J. Blige, Alicia Keys and Usher are just a few examples. But when EWF's most famous fan, President Barack Obama, invited the legendary rock/jazz/funk/soul group to come play at the White House, it signaled that EWF might have entered a new stratosphere of significance. 

"It was just a great moment for us, with (President Obama)," said EWF's electrifying bassist, Verdine White. "He's a big fan of ours, and he called us personally. He grew up on the music, playing 'Reasons' in college." 

The presidential attention adds to an already bulging list of accomplishments for EWF since its self-titled album dropped in 1970. The group has sold 90 million albums worldwide, produced more than 50 gold and platinum records, won six Grammy Awards of 20 nominations and was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2000. 

The band continues to fill the world's largest stages, although its longtime frontman, the seminal Maurice White ? older brother of Verdine ? largely stopped touring with the group more than a decade ago due to health reasons. But EWF retains far too much life to stop, as EWF veterans Ralph Johnson, Philip Bailey and the younger White have carried the torch, so to speak. The group tours extensively around the globe, including a stop at Chumash Casino Resort tonight. An EWF show now is different than the pure spectacle of 1970s gigs that featured pyrotechnics and magic acts ? orchestrated by magician Doug Henning, with his then-obscure assistant, David Copperfield ? through which band members sometimes disappeared from the stage. These days, while audiences will still recognize the showmanship of EWF, the focus is musical. 

"We concentrate a lot on the music," White says. 

As far as a musical catalogue goes, few groups could conjure as many hits as EWF to the point where putting together a set list requires this kind of thought. White and the rest of the group have, at their disposal, beloved singles like "Shining Star," "September," "Boogie Wonderland," "Let's Groove" and a laundry list of other smash hits. Audiences never seem to get sick of these tunes, and neither do the members of EWF, even after playing some of them for decades. 

"If you respect the music, then it's not that challenging. You have to love the work and listen to the songs. When you listen to the songs, it takes you to another level," White says. "When you really tap into the music, you get a lot of those feelings from it." 

The message of EWF has always been a powerfully spiritual voice for unity, and that has not changed. But their audience has, as original fans are now bringing their kids to the show, opening up new generations to the magic of EWF. 

"It's kind of cool, you know what I mean? People still love what we do. Concerts are still sold out," White says. "We're getting new generations of people every day that really admire and respect our music." 




