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Patriotic fireworks will fill the skies over Huyck Stadium this July 4 after all.

Although it was looking like there would be no pyrotechnics above Lompoc on Independence Day, a $20,000 donation from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians to the city has come just in time for organizers.

The gift from the Chumash and $3,900 rolled over from last year are enough to cover the fireworks and other related costs, said JoAnne Plummer, the city’s recreation manager.

“It is amazing,” Plummer said of the donation announced by the tribe Thursday. “We are excited and so grateful.”

In a statement released by the tribe, Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said the tribe recognizes the significance of the event and is pleased to help out.

“The 4th of July Fireworks show is an important event for the city of Lompoc and its community members,”  Armenta said. “We’re pleased to provide the funding needed to keep the long-standing tradition of the fireworks show in Lompoc.”

In 2009, the City Council, eliminated the Independence Day festivities as part of budget cutbacks.

However, Lompoc Foursquare Church Pastor Bernie Federmann led a rally of churches and other community sponsors to raise enough money to put on the fireworks show.

Not having to sweat out whether there will be a fireworks exhibition this year is a huge relief for everyone involved in the event, Plummer said.

Organizers were not worried if there would be a community response to raise money for the event, such as last year, rather the concern was if the money could come together in time, she said.

There is still a chance for those who want to contribute to this summer’s event, next year’s or volunteer their time.

For more information, call the Lompoc Parks and Recreation Department at 875-8100.

The celebration of America’s 234th birthday is scheduled to begin at about 5 p.m. with the public fireworks display at about 9 p.m. at Lompoc High School.

Ticket sales are expected to begin in June at the Anderson Recreation Center.

While Lompoc’s fireworks spectacular has been saved, Santa Maria’s remains up in the air.

Event organizers — the city of Santa Maria, the Santa Maria Chamber of Commerce, and the Santa Maria Fairpark — have canceled the event due to a lack of funding.

However, the Santa Maria Times, and the chamber have teamed up with the fairpark for a fundraising drive.

Over the past few years, 11th-hour saves on two occasions made the exhibition held annually at the fairpark possible.

 All donations can be sent or taken to the Times offices: 3200 Skyway Drive or P.O. Box 400, Santa Maria 93456. All donations will be acknowledge in ads the Times will be publishing free of charge.

Donations also can be made at the fairpark offices at 937 S. Thornburg St.

