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The Chumash tribe’s attempt to expand its liquor license created dissension among members of the Solvang City Council after a tribal representative complained Monday night about Mayor Jim Richardson’s opposition to the application.

“Mayor Richardson asked the Board of Supervisors to protest the tribe’s liquor license application” to the state Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, said Sam Cohen, the tribe’s government affairs representative.

“Mayor Richardson doesn’t protest any of the wine-tasting rooms in Solvang,” Cohen added, and didn’t oppose the transfer to the tribe of the liquor license when the Chumash bought the Hotel Corque in Solvang.

“We’re all working together to market the valley … We would like to think that together we will succeed and divided we will fail … and we look forward to working together in the future,” Cohen said.

Richardson defended his appearance at the supervisors’ public hearing June 22, noting that he had announced himself as a resident of Solvang, not the mayor.

“If I wasn’t able to testify as a private citizen, then I can’t be an effective private citizen,” Richardson said.

Councilmen Ken Palmer and Ed Skytt both disagreed.

“Mayor Richardson has said that he entered a disclaimer. He was not speaking as the mayor. Unfortunately, the public does not perceive it” that way, Palmer said.

“He’s given the First Amendment right of free speech,” Skytt said, but “my feeling is, as soon as a person’s elected … to any position, part of that freedom of speech is given up voluntarily because no matter what you say, you are always representing the board you’ve been elected to.”

“As a private citizen, I feel I have a right to speak out on things I don’t agree with,” Richardson responded.

“Sam (Cohen) knows full well that in order for the county to go before the ABC, they’ve got to protest the liquor license,” he added. “It doesn’t mean they’re against the liquor license, it means they can testify about the liquor license.”

“I’m a supporter of the social host ordinance” recently adopted by the county to hold responsible anyone who knowingly hosts a gathering where underage people drink, Richardson said, and he protested the tribe’s liquor license expansion for that reason.

“I felt like the tribe that lets people

18 and older in to gamble may serve alcohol to underage people” despite genuine attempts to limit drinking to those older than 21, Richardson said.

“I believe that the tribe is like a loved one in the family. You love them, but when they do something that annoys you, you let them know. That doesn’t mean you hate them or you’re their enemy,” the mayor said.

