



	

	
	Chumash students achieve academic success : Each is aided financially by the Santa Ynez Band's casino, resort, restaurant ventures 
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Dr. Niki Sandoval, above left, is education director of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians and only the second tribal descendant to earn a doctoral degree. When she was earning her master's at George Washington University, she worked and took out loans. In her final quarter, Chumash financial aid began. 
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Carlo Marshall, 7, is tutored by Donna Hinsbeck. 
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Maya Sotelo is going off in the fall to California Lutheran University and Skyler Jacobsen has enrolled at Westmont College. Felicia Garcia is leaving Santa Ynez and heading to Reed College in Oregon. 

They, and a number of other descendants of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, are heading off to earn higher education degrees in the coming months. Some are going to technical school, others to culinary academies or vocational programs. 

Each of them will be aided financially by the Chumash tribe, which, thanks largely to lucrative casino, resort and restaurant ventures, contributes more than $1 million annually to provide educational scholarships and services to its members and descendents. 

"While our tribe has always had a strong commitment to education, our ability to adequately fund our educational programs and services has resulted in more Chumash students than ever currently attending colleges, universities and trade schools," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman. "Our Chumash students today are tomorrow's doctors, lawyers, CEOs and community leaders." 

On Sunday at noon at the Hotel Corque in Solvang, the tribe will honor its most recent academic successes -- students who've just graduated from 8th grade through bachelor's and vocational programs. More than 250 are expected to attend the celebration luncheon. 

"We try to acknowledge achievement at every level," said Dr. Niki Sandoval, the tribe's educational director and only the second tribal descendant to earn a doctoral degree. "It's all important to us. It's one of our happiest celebrations." 

Such a gathering, Dr. Sandoval noted, "gives people a chance to imagine a possible future, and do it in community. They feel the energy of a whole nation behind them." 

There are now 55 Chumash descendants enrolled in colleges or universities, and 10 people are pursuing certification in a vocational or trade school, Dr. Sandoval said. 

Since tuition assistance began in 1996, 37 Chumash people have received vocational or trade degrees or certificates; 40 have received associate of arts degrees; 33 have earned bachelor's degrees; seven have earned master's degrees; and three have earned doctorates. 

Dr. Sandoval would not say specifically what level of financial aid the tribe contributes, other than to note that money is available for tuition and living expenses. 

When Dr. Sandoval was earning her master's degree at George Washington University in the District of Columbia, she worked and took out loans. In her final quarter, the Chumash financial aid began. The first generation college student was then able to earn a doctorate degree. 

"Our students can take the next step into the future with the confidence that they have the support of their community," she said. "They are not alone." 

Dr. Sandoval, who oversees a crew of 32 credentialed tutors, an after-school homework program and more, wants the Chumash to break through a chilling state statistic. In California, she says, just 52 percent of Native Americans graduate from high school. 

"The tribe has decided to invest in education, really from birth through adulthood," said Dr. Sandoval, who also teaches at UCSB's Gevirtz School of Education. "There is support for a continuum of services and programs through life." 

Parents wanting to enroll Chumash children in private preschool, for example, may ask for financial assistance. A man in his 50s recently came to her office looking for a way to take classes in carpentry. 

Bayley Lopez Marquez graduated from Santa Ynez Valley Union High School in 2003, and attended Stanford University, where she earned a degree in education. 

A Chumash descendent through her late grandfather, Art Lopez, Mrs. Marquez said she began using tribal educational resources as early as elementary school, when she'd get a free backpack at the start of each school year. 

The tribe offered her a full scholarship for the entire four years at Stanford, she said, but she was able to use a university scholarship instead. Tuition at Stanford is now more than $38,000 annually. 

"I feel incredibly lucky that I have that support there," said Mrs. Marquez, 25. "My husband is Navajo, the tribe with the largest land base. They don't offer anything near what I was offered." 

For the past three years, Mrs. Marquez has taught special education and high school at the Navajo reservation in Shiprock, New Mexico. She's headed back to Stanford in the fall to earn a master's degree in international comparative education, to focus on Native American education issues. She has a $9,000 fellowship from the university, but plans to seek Chumash financial aid for the remainder. 

"The Chumash program served me from the time I was very young," she explained. "Now I can really benefit greatly from it. This (master's program) would put me $60,000 in debt if I didn't have this." 


	


