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Plans finalized for three-day bike trek event

By Staff

	


	 

	A rider pauses at the Ostrich Farm in Buellton along one of the Wine Country routes included in the event. //Contributed
	


The three-day Wine Country Bike Trek (WCBT) will be conducted Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 25, 26 and 27. The WCBT is a benefit for basic needs and children’s service programs at Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People (PHP).

The home base for the three-day event will be Midland School although the first day’s ride will leave from Hans Christian Andersen Park in Solvang.

Each event day will offer riders the choice of a 30- or 50- mile, go-at-your-own-pace, ride with Saturday and Sunday rides leaving from Midland. Those who only want to ride one day can register just for a Saturday ride. All the routes will include fully catered and well-supplied safety and gear (SAG) stops every 10 miles.

Those registering for all three days can camp overnight at Midland or stay at one of many local hotels and motels. Breakfast is provided Saturday and Sunday and on Friday evening, three-day riders will enjoy a complete pasta dinner provided by New West Catering.

On Saturday, both one-day and three-day riders will dine on a chicken and tri-tip barbecue with all the “fixings’” cooked by the Santa Barbara-Suburban Kiwanis Club. Dinners will be accompanied by Santa Ynez Valley wines and Firestone beer.

On Sunday, the ride will end at Hans Christian Andersen Park with a barbecue picnic lunch prepared by the Buellton Rotary Club.

Friday and Saturday evenings will also include live musical entertainment, dancing, and drawings for great prizes. Friday will showcase the group Foggy Dew and on Saturday the Salt Martians will headline.

Dean Palius, PHP’s chief executive, said officials are pleased with the number of registrations so far.

“Riders have really responded well to the relaxed but well organized full service fun nature of this event,” said Palius. “In addition,

the business community has really stepped up to help defray expenses and make this a real fundraiser."

Palius listed help from platinum sponsor, the Chumash Foundation, as critical to underwriting event expenses.

“Their sponsorship means that nearly 100 percent of rider registration fees and pledges will go direct-ly to the provision of services to those in need in our community,” he said.

Registration for the ride can be completed at www.winecountrybiketrek.com where additional information about the ride, pledges, food, lodging, training, and volunteering can be found. Alternatively, prospective riders can call 6868-0295 to request a registration packet by mail. Registrations will be accepted right up until ride day June 25. A maximum of 200 registrations will be accepted.

For more information about the ride, visit www.winecountrybike trek.com or call 686-0295.

