
	Good, retro company : Famed vocalist Paul Rodgers, best known for his leading role in Bad Company, but also with a résumé including Free, The Firm, Queen and his own band, paid a visit to Chumash on Friday, for a blissfully retro rock 'n' roll hit parade
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Paul Rodgers, center, was flanked by versatile guitarist Howard Leese, bassist Lynn Sorensen and backed by drummer Jeff Kathan in his Friday night set at the Chumash Casino Resort. They powered through a set plucked from assorted corners of Mr. Rodgers' complex musical family tree, which included stints in bands Free (with the career-launching hit "All Right Now," the set's closer), The Firm (a short-lived band with Jimmy Page) and a recent run with Queen. 
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To borrow a song refrain, apparently the world can't get enough of Paul Rodgers, even if the name itself doesn't trigger instant recognition. When Mr. Rodgers grabs a microphone and goes to work, we know exactly who he is. The vocalist dubbed "the voice" has been a constant presence in rock history for nearly 40 years, with a sturdy, no-nonsense approach to a song and a sure shot musical aim. 

Thanks to the cryogenic miracle of the "classic rock" radio format, the hit parade of Rodgers' best known band, '70s supergroup Bad Company? has never really left public consciousness, and for good reason, as the effective hook-maker showed at a thoroughly retro and enjoyable show at the Chumash Casino Resort on Friday. 

From the first familiar strains of the three-chord stomp opening the Bad Company hit "Can't Get Enough of Your Love," one could feel the crowd's collective blood rushing upward to the nostalgia-firing part of the brain, the part that loves the songs of one's bygone youth. The hits, as they say, kept on rolling in this compact but engaging casino-style set. 

A tight power trio, flanked by the old-fashioned sight of stacked Marshall amplifiers, featured versatile guitarist Howard Leese, bassist Lynn Sorensen and rock solid drummer Jeff Kathan. They neatly powered through a set plucked from assorted corners of Mr. Rodgers' complex musical family tree, which included stints in bands Free (with the career-launching hit "All Right Now," the set's closer), The Firm (a short-lived band with Jimmy Page) and a recent run with Queen. 

But, on Friday night, the Bad Company songbook was the show's meat and potatoes, including such favorites as "Rock and Roll Fantasy," "Movin' On," and the "Feel Like Makin' Love," which opened on mandolin in this version, and built from softer verses to power chord crunchiness — a Bad Company signature. For encores, the Bad Company connection bubbled up again, with "Ready for Love" and, not to put too fine a point on the source of Mr. Rodgers' greatest cultural impact, the song "Bad Company." 

Detouring away from his own material, Mr. Rodgers called up a Jimi Hendrix moment, in a medley of "Little Wing" and "Angel." He tried to summon an audience singalong on "Angel," but few people seemed to know the words, whereas they belted it out in earnest on the Bad Company chestnut "Shooting Star." 

In a way, Mr. Rodgers, sounding as strong and clear as ever at age 60, is a reigning King of Classic Rock. Unlike other more sometimes experimental British rock bands, including The Beatles, Led Zeppelin and even the mostly bluesy Rolling Stones, Bad Company never really strayed from its blues and soul-grounded, keep-it-simple philosophy. He restrains himself as a singer and also as a songwriter, and avoids excess, but nails what he goes for. 

You don't need a college degree to appreciate this music, but even a college graduate — anyone with a beating heart and an awareness of pop culture over the past four decades — must yield to its timeless wiles.


