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	The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians have applied to expand an existing liquor license to serve alcohol at its popular casino buffet, in the Samala showroom and at the adjacent resort hotel.

The "premise to premise" alcoholic beverage license application was submitted May 28 and is now the buzz of the valley. Community groups long opposed to Chumash construction and expansion plans intend to protest the application to the state Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.

The public has until June 28 to offer comments on the application, said John Carr, a spokesman with the ABC's Sacramento office.

The license does not include the serving of alcohol on the gaming floor — one of the long-voiced worries of residents in the rural area who have complained about the prevalence of alcohol licenses in the valley, so near to Highway 154.

"No sales, service or consumption of alcoholic beverages will be allowed on the gaming floor or in the Chumash Café" said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman, in a statement.

The tribe, Mr. Armenta said, has "applied for an expanded liquor license that will allow alcohol to be served in two of its public dining establishments and its hotel at the Chumash Casino Resort."

If approved, the license would allow the tribe to serve alcohol in its Samala Showroom when restaurant-style meals are provided during special events, such as banquets.

No alcohol sales, service or consumption will be allowed in the showroom when bingo is being played there. The Samala Showroom is the facility used for concerts and special events and is located on the main level of the casino.

The popular Creekside Buffet, which is located on the third floor of the casino, would also be covered by the liquor license expansion, according to the tribe. Though there are about a dozen or so slot machines in the waiting area near the buffet, the area is not considered the main gaming floor of the casino. Adjacent to the buffet is the Willows, a fine-dining restaurant where alcohol is already sold for on-site consumption.

A number of community members were expected to meet Friday or this weekend to discuss how they plan to protest the ABC application.

"The community is extremely alarmed over change of venue or expansion of alcohol sales at the Chumash Casino and Resort because of the harm to public health and safety," said Kathy Cleary, president of POLO, or Preservation of Los Olivos. "Police reports document significant alcohol-related criminal activity."

Ms. Cleary said the ABC has not previously answered community concerns about the sale of alcohol at the casino when other applications were discussed, and that "given the criminal activity and significant public harm, why is the ABC allowing any sales of alcohol at all at the Casino and Resort?"

Third District Supervisor Doreen Farr said Friday afternoon that she is having her staff look into the application, because specific details about the entirety of the license transfer are still unclear.

"We're not sure what this is yet and what it means," said Ms. Farr, whose district includes the casino. "I would want to know exactly how this is going to work. In most casinos, you can't get in until you're 21. Nobody has to card anybody. I don't know how complicated or problematic it is," to have casino patrons who are 18 near alcohol.

She said she plans to "really take a look at it and ask some questions, to have a clear understanding of what this means."

Ms. Farr said part of that evaluation will involve "stepping back and looking at the valley as a whole, (since) I am always concerned about the intensification of alcohol uses in the valley."

Tribal leadership said it knows that protests will occur to the application.

"The tribe has demonstrated its ability to be responsible in serving alcohol with its excellent five-year track record of alcohol sales at its restaurant, The Willows," Mr. Armenta said.

Sheriff's Department Drew Sugars said that Sheriff Bill Brown is aware of the application and has spoken with tribal leaders.

"He let them know about the things of concern to him," Mr. Sugars explained. The sheriff cannot comment, he said, because he hasn't yet read the entire application.

"One of his concerns is to make sure (the Chumash) mitigate anything that would increase the number of drunk drivers on the road," Mr. Sugars added.

Federally recognized tribes such as the Chumash are considered sovereign by the federal government, which allows for their own internal governance. The tribes are subject to federal environmental, criminal and tax laws — but the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that states have the authority to regulate alcohol sales on reservations even if they don't have rights to enforce other laws there.

In 2008, community groups protested the Chumash Casino application to combine its existing alcohol licenses into one license for the Willows restaurant, Nojoqui Lounge and hotel in-room mini-bars.


