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The rockets' red glare over the North County this weekend won't be caused by any actual rocket launch. 

The glow and colors in the skies will be courtesy of Independence Day fireworks in the Santa Ynez Valley, Lompoc and Santa Maria. 

Some of the festivities begin today. And there will also be parades and other events to occupy people during the holiday weekend. 

In Buellton today, more than 40 arts and crafts and fine art vendors will be on display in the first "Arts on the Avenue." 

The gathering, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., will take place on the grassy median of Avenue of Flags, north of Second Street. Beer and wine vendors will include Firestone Brewery, Casa Cassara Winery, Cold Heaven Cellars, the Wandering Dog and Sort This Out Cellars, all pouring tastes in a fenced-off tent area. 

Los Blues Band will perform throughout the day and food will be offered by Gino's Pizza, Mother Hubbard's Restaurant, the Santa Ynez Valley Marriott and Los Tres Rosas. 

From noon to 4 p.m. at Santa Maria's Pioneer Park, there will be a "One Nation Under God" event sponsored by Santa Maria Valley Republicans Inc. and Santa Barbara County Republican Central Committee. The park is located at 1000 W. Foster Rd. Tickets are $10 for general admission and free to active duty military and immediate families, as well as children 6 and younger. 

Today at 2 p.m., the California Air National Guard Band of the West Coast will perform a free concert of patriotic music in Solvang Park. 

This evening, "Triple Play Bluegrass" will take over the Santa Ynez Valley Grange Hall in Los Olivos for an 8 p.m. concert. The trio features Peter Feldmann, Tom Lee and David West, and tickets are $10. 

The bulk of the holiday events take place on Sunday. 

Downtown Solvang will be transformed into a sea of red, white and blue for the annual Fourth of July parade on Sunday. The parade's theme is "Salute to the Red, White and Blue" and begins at 11 a.m. at the Santa Ines Mission on Highway 246 and travel down Mission Drive, looping east to Copenhagen Drive. The event is sponsored by the Solvang Breakfast Rotary Club. The grand marshals for the festival parade are Carol and Robert Jackson, residents of Santa Ynez who are active in various charitable organizations. 

The parade culminates in a barbecue at noon at Solvang Park, located at Mission Drive and First Street. Solvang Rotary club members will offer hot dogs and hamburgers. 

At 2 p.m., the Santa Ynez Valley Master Chorale will perform "A Fourth of July Jamboree" at the Solvang Veterans Memorial Hall. The free concert features patriotic and American music, with a bluegrass band. The concert is directed by Chris Bowman. 

Also at 2 p.m., entertainment, activities and food will be offered at the Santa Ines Mission by the Rotary Club of the Santa Ynez Valley. Admission, which includes the 9 p.m. fireworks show, is $5 at the gate. Children younger than 5 will be admitted free, as will active duty military personnel and their immediate families. Pre-sale tickets can be purchased for $4 at El Rancho Market in Santa Ynez, Albertsons in Buellton and Nielsen's in Solvang. 

At 7 p.m., the Rotary Club will hold the "Great Golf Ball Drop." A $10 ticket will provide a chance to win $1,000 in cash or gas. 

In Lompoc, the annual Fourth of July Spectacular will begin at 5 p.m. at Lompoc High School's Huyck Stadium. The event is sponsored by the Lompoc Parks, Recreation and Urban Forestry Department and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation. 

Music will be performed beginning at 5:30 p.m. by Jump Drive. Admission includes children's activities such as jump houses, face painting and carnival games. Tickets are $4 for adults and $2 for children through today at the Anderson Recreation Center, 125 W. Walnut Ave. Tickets at the gate are $6 for adults and $4 for children and will be sold beginning at noon on Sunday at the stadium. 

A fireworks show will begin at dusk. 

In Santa Maria, a free community fireworks show and concert begins with gates opening at 3 p.m. at the Santa Maria Fairpark, 937 S. Thornburg St. A concert begins at 5:30 p.m. featuring Hot Rods Classic Oldies. Fireworks will light up the sky at 9 p.m. Parking is also free by entering at Gate 1. 


