
	Tapping a stellar Spanish songbook : Spanish pop star Alejandro Sanz brought his glistening songbook and naturally flowing charisma to the Chumash Casino on Friday night, with a tight band and a winning spirit as a crooner-rocker en espaÒol
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Alejandro Sanz in concert at the Samala Room at the Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez. 
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Spanish language acts have made their way through the Chumash Casino on many occasions in recent years, but mostly from the Mexican and Latin American musical world(s). Last Friday night, the spotlight turned to Spain herself, and the magnetic singer Alejandro Sanz, one of the biggest pop stars the country has yet produced. 

As witnessed at the Samala Showroom, Mr. Sanz is a powerful but also unpretentious star in live and in-person mode, who moves easily between his twin personae as a balladic crooner and dance-floor juicing energizer. As a well-established star, boasting multiple Grammy awards and an international status, he has the advantage of a strong reputation preceding him — at least going back to his breakthrough 1997 album "Mas" — but also a sturdy work ethic and easy-going connection to his fans. 

Live, Mr. Sanz has a lot of help from his band, a taut nine-piece group featuring two strong guitarists (in addition to the leader's own sturdy guitar playing) and two powerful background singers who were put to good and regular use throughout the show. They kicked off with "Mi Peter Punk," from the most recent Sanz album, last year's "Para"so Express." 

At times, as with his old hit "Corazón Partio," the balladic spirit early in the song expands and pumps up into a rolling, soulful intensity at the end. His stylistic diversity, touching on flamenco, R&B, Spanish balladeer-brand Romanticism and pop song crafter, has built up a cohesive and also varied catalogue of songs to draw on at this point. 

Capping off a generous set with the latest smash hit, and the only song in English, Mr. Sanz launched into the infectious "Looking for Paradise," which featured Alicia Keys on the recorded version from last year's album. On Friday, for a vocal foil, he drew on the ample, soul-infused talents of his in-house singer Sara Devine. 

Come encore time, Mr. Sanz returned in unaccompanied crooner mode, going solo at the piano. The band slipped in behind him to ramp up the emotional heat, for a final medley of abridged hits from a songbook chock full of singalong voltage, starting with his popular 2006 hit "A La Primera Persona" and "Amiga Mia" from "Mas." 

Within a few medley-fying minutes, we got a selected summary view of the Sanz saga so far. Twenty years into his musical life, the gifted Spaniard shows no signs of letting up or resting on laurels. 




