
	ONSTAGE : Fuming Funny - Comedian Lewis Black brings his outrageous brand of comedy to Chumash for a stop on his new tour
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LEWIS BLACK 

When: 8 p.m. Thursdsay 

Where: Chumash Casino Resort, Samala Showroom, 3400 E. Highway 246, Santa Ynez 

Cost: $35 to $95 

Information: (800) 585-3737, chumashcasino.com 

"I find it really strange that I do well as a comic," said funnyman Lewis Black last week, speaking via phone through the 10 a.m. gravel in his throat from a hotel in Billings, Mont. "I really do." 

This was an unexpected remark from the Grammy-winning comedian, author and regular contributor to Jon Stewart's Comedy Central powerhouse "The Daily Show." If Black's act is any indication, though, he finds many things baffling these days. 

Black's onstage persona is that of a man who lives on the verge of a roaring meltdown. Confronted with the inanities of popular culture, politics and policies in the U.S. and beyond, the man can just barely hold it together. Black's body shakes onstage. He yells more than he talks and often appears to be fighting off a stroke through sheer will alone. It doesn't take much for Black to become this angry funnyman, either. Just ask him about getting older. (He turns 62 in August.) 

"You see somebody on TV who's in their early 60s saying it's the best years of their life; they're an idiot. What kind of a childhood did they have? In their teens, were they in an iron lung? It's ridiculous. 'Oh, I've never felt better. These are the best days of my life.' Wow. Were you in a coma? Were you covered with ticks?" Black says. "I don't like forgetting stuff. I don't like that at all. I'd like to have been told that we only get 1,500 names. There's only a certain amount of names that fit in the Rolodex in our head and then that's it." 

Black is perhaps best at tackling politics and national culture, like he does during his "Back in Black" segment on "The Daily Show." Black, like so many comedians, had a great eight-year run during George W. Bush era. Some comics have lamented the loss of Bush and his commonly satirized ways, but not Black. 

"Just because he left office doesn't mean stupidity fled the country," he said. "I'm supposed to get excited that they elected a Democrat? Then you've got these other idiots saying, 'Hey, he really has let us down.' You're an idiot. He's a Democrat. When have the Democrats not let you down? That's their job. Then the Republicans come along and go, 'Wow, you thought that was bad. We're going to show you really bad.' They're like competing, on different wavelengths. It's like voting for a wasp or a hornet to sting you." 

Suffice to say, Black's current routine, which he'll showcase Thursday at Chumash Casino Resort, contains its fair share of political barbs. Black's routines generally come directly from media headlines, and this tour is no exception. When the topic of the Gulf Coast oil spill comes up, for example, Black somehow reaches another anger octave. 

"At some point, as the Republicans kowtow to business and Democrats kowtow to government, they've got to come up with a common agreement about how this works, because it's not just a balance of the branches of government. It's a balance between government and business. If you can't see that — like these (expletive)s yelling about, 'Oh my God, we can't have regulation' — you go, 'Really, we can't? Look, it's belching oil into the water every day. OK? That's what you get when you don't regulate, putz,'" Black said. "Then I love the religious people, who say the Bible works but it doesn't have anything to do with this. If this isn't Biblical in proportion, I don't know what it is. God is sending you a message, and I think it has something to do with, 'You can't have oil anymore.' ? They're very selective. It's all about gay people. That's why there's (expletive) in the gulf. Without that gay marriage stuff, God would have allowed us to have all the oil we ever wanted.'" 

Most comedians, when pressed, will admit they're essentially playing characters onstage, or at the very least taking an aspect of their personality to an outrageous extreme. So is Black really the fuming man on the stage with astronomical blood pressure? 

"No. I would be dead if I was that person," he said. 

But then Black paused.  "I'm like that by 10 in the morning." 


