



	IN CONCERT : The Nuge — Axe ace Ted Nugent is armed and dangerous as ever

By Tyler Blue, NEWS-PRESS CORRESPONDENT 
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TED NUGENT 

When: 8 tonight 

Where: Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 E. Highway 246, in Santa Ynez 

Cost: $25 to $65 

Information: 686-4152, chumashcasino.com 

There is only one man in the world who can claim to be equally famous among music fans and hunting enthusiasts. His name is Ted Nugent, and he's been killing animals and audiences for over 40 years. 

It would be laughable for most 60-year-old rockers to get onstage and unleash the type of aural assaults they did in the '70s, but this guitarist — who plays tonight at the Chumash Casino Resort — is an exception to the rule, hard-wired with an unquenchable intensity. 

Scene recently shared emails with the one-man artillery force. There's little time to rest for this author of two New York Times bestsellers, host of a hunting show on the Outdoor Network and former VH1 reality-show host. 

"Though I am pleased and genuinely moved by my music- and guitar-playing, I seek musical dreams, sounds and statements far beyond anything I've done to date. Just this morning I created brand new, ferociously intense, animal-breeding guitar lines that scared me." 

Nugent, who refers to himself as "The Nuge," has sold a total of 30 million copies of 34 different albums between his first touring band, The Amboy Dukes, his solo career, and a late-'80s supergroup, Damn Yankees. He is best known for his 1977 hit, "Cat Scratch Fever." In 2007, he released a new album, "Love Grenade," and has integrated several of its songs into his live act. 

"I'm maniacally seeking new R&B grindings from my arsenal of guitars," he explains. "I beat on them daily, am in the midst of yet another songwriting feeding orgy and love my new songs indescribably." 

It is a common assumption that a musician as rambunctious as Nugent has probably ingested more than their share of drugs. Surprisingly, he has been clean and sober his entire life. He's thankful that this "allows me to recall every gory detail of every spirit-erecting concert." He celebrated his 6,000th concert last Fourth of July in his hometown of Detroit. 

Nugent's appreciation for his bandmates, bassist Greg Smith and drummer Mick Brown, is frequently broached. "There is no doubt that Mick Brown and Greg Smith infuse a volatility and fiery passion to each and every song we perform," he writes. "These guys are the quintessential rhythm section. Our music forces inner instincts to erupt. It is always a matter of harnessing and pacing myself so I don't hurt myself or anybody else." 

It is impossible for the artist to separate his social and political beliefs from his music or the way he leads his life. Although the staunch right-winger refrains from using the stage as a soapbox, he does believe "it would be criminal for me to not take advantage of everything and anything, including politics, to spice up the night. I suppose the wall-to-wall artillery onstage makes a certain point." 

The Rolling Stones were one of his biggest early influences, so perhaps it is fitting he's inspired by their longevity. Summing up his mindset, he defiantly declares, "It's all about attitude baby! Some poor souls think maturing is slowing down. I believe it is just the opposite. Mick, Greg and I can out-rock anybody, anywhere, anytime. We are animals." 


