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OK, so we don't really have a ball like Times Square, but we do have balloon drops, confetti poppers and champagne to welcome in the New Year. With a thriving downtown scene and luxury hotels eager to host customers, there are options a-plenty in determining your final moments of 2010. But there's also concerts and gigs to be had in the evening leading up to it all. We're here to lay out your plans for tonight, and gird you for the day of resolutions to follow. 

ENTERTAINMENT: 

Mercury Lounge, 5871 Hollister Ave., Goleta 

The Merc' along with promoter Club Mercy, hosts reggae legend Pato Banton, who will usher in the New Year in a rub-a-dub style. Local lads Wetlands kick the night off with their stop-start, funk groove thang that needs to be both seen and heard. A guaranteed good vibe to usher in the new year. 9 p.m. $25.99. Tickets available at clubmercy.com. 

Velvet Jones, 423 State St. 

The New Vibe, Santa Barbara's R&B/Funk band, takes the stage for a Velvet-y trip into 2011. $10. velvetjones.inticketing.com 

The Granada, 1214 State Street 

The Santa Barbara Symphony plays well-loved cinema themes in this New Year's Eve Pops Concert, subtitled "The Red Carpet." Features the themes from E.T., Out of Africa, The Godfather, Pocahontas, To Kill A Mockingbird, and Dr. Zhivago, with Whitney Kaufman on vocal solo. All ages. 8:30-10:30 p.m. $35-$150. 899-2222 or granadasb.org. (See page 9 for full preview) 

SOhO Restaurant and Music Club, 1221 State Street (upstairs) 

Local favorites the Animal Liberation Orchestra grace the stage for an uplifting concert to usher in 2011. As per SOhO, come early for a four-course dinner package, or arrive later for the band, all part of the "Oceans of Light" theme. Champagne toast at midnight sees your way into the new year. 7 p.m. dinner, 9 p.m. show. $45 to $100. 21 and over. 962.7776 or sohosb.com. SOLD OUT 

BARS and CLUBS: 

Marquee, 1212 State St. 

This elegant cocktail bar is making the case for being the one place in town without a cover for New Year's Eve and the alternative to the crowded lower State scene. Those worried about seating can reserve a table for $75, which includes a bottle of champagne and a choice of food item. 560-0100. 

Roy, 7 W. Carrillo St. 

Groove to the tunes of faves Spencer the Gardener, who will keep you smiling out of the old year and into the new one. Roy is also featuring a special menu TBA. 966-5636. 

Blush, 630 State St. 

The elegant restaurant with indoor and outdoor dining offers two seatings for New Year's dinner. The prix fixe menu at 6:30/7 p.m. is $75, while the one at 8 runs $85, with no seatings past 9:30 p.m. 

A complementary glass of champagne is included for dinner. During dinner enjoy light, live jazz, and after Blush turns its music over to DJ Dazz to see in the new year. Good news: non-dinner cover only costs $5. 21+ 957-1300 

The Savoy, 409 State St. 

Get ready for "Stompin' at the Savoy," the club/restaurant's way of heralding 2011. As with the recently opened Savoy, one will get an evening of burlesque performers, aerialists, cabaret and cirque acts; there will also be live lounge acts during cocktail hour; live DJs and a champagne toast. $40. 8 p.m. Reserve tickets in advance at tickets.thesavoysb.com. 

EOS Lounge, 500 Anacapa St. 

HBO's "Boardwalk Empire" spawns the theme of this year's party, meaning the days of Prohibition, and dressing up like a gangster or flapper girl. There will be go-go girls, and beats provided by DJ Suzanx, DJ Nagai, DJ Hogg and DJ Calvin. VIP bottle service available and tickets are recommended to be purchased in advance. 9 p.m. $25. 564-2410 or www.eoslounge.com 

Wildcat Lounge, 15 W. Ortega St. 

Prepare for the craziest of crazy nights at the Wildcat, with its deep red booths, Miss Kitty's go-go dancers on risers, and plenty of naughtiness. DJ Hollywood provides the music. $25. 9 p.m. For booth & bottle reservations please call Nicole at (505) 385-5873 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (505) 385-5873      end_of_the_skype_highlighting. wildcatnewyearseve.eventbrite.com 

Tonic, 634 State St. 

The city's biggest club brings the beats with DJs Dynamix and C-Flo providing music into the wee small hours. $20. 21 and over. Starts at 8 p.m. 897-1800 or tonicsb.com 

Baja Sharkeez, 416 State St. 

Sharkeez' Black and White Masquerade Ball features DJ KDD SPN on the decks, dinner and booth specials, and general mayhem. And, folks, the dress code is in the title. $34.99. 21 and over. Starts at 8 p.m. Contact sbpromo@sharkeez.net or 403-0214 for reservations. 

State & A, 1201 State Street 

The Kinsella Brothers want to rock and roll you into the New Year at this friendly, low-key restaurant bar. (And they play New Year's Day, too). Cover charge less than $10, but TBA at press time. Come ring in the new year on the patio! 966-1010 

Creekside, 4444 Hollister Avenue 

Hollister's good-rockin' bar features cover band 20 Ft Faces, ready to help you dance the night away. Cover charge (less than $10 as of press time) features hors d'oeuvres, and a champagne toast come midnight. 964-5118 

HOTELS: 

The Canary Hotel, 31 W. Carrillo St. 

AIR CANARY offers two destinations to keep you entertained at the Canary Hotel. The Captain's Lounge at street level features Ulysses S. Jasz at the Coast Bar & Restaurant, while the VIP "flight deck" is located at the rooftop and offers music from DJ Sparx. Enjoy hor d' oeuvres, dessert buffet, complimentary champagne toast at midnight, window seat step-n-repeat photo op, and an in-flight movie on the roof. 9 p.m. Tickets: $40 to $115, depending on time of purchase and how "high" you want to fly. (877) 548-3237 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (877) 548-3237      end_of_the_skype_highlighting or http://bit.ly/aC1qCg 

Chumash Casino, 3400 E Highway 246, Santa Ynez 

Get your '70s and '80s on with the disco sounds of the Boogie Knights and the pogo party fun of the Spazmatics. 8 p.m. 18 and over over. Free with Club Chumash Card (card is free with ID or passport). www.chumashcasino.com 

Four Seasons Biltmore, 1260 Channel Dr. 

End the year with a five-course dinner for all the family in the Bella Vista Restaurant. (8 p.m. $225). Then put the kiddies to sleep and party until 2011 at the Ty Lounge, featuring a live DJ, dancing, and a champagne toast. (7 p.m. to midnight, $45). 565-8237. www.fourseasons.com/santabarbara 
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