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December 16, 2010

Foodbank receives $10,000

By SYV Staff

	

	 

	The market in Santa Ynez Valley serves 100 children at Oak Valley Elementary School in Buellton on the second Wednesday of the month after school. //Contributed
	


The Foodbank of Santa Barbara County has been awarded a $10,000 grant from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation to support expansion of its Produce Initiative.

The presentation was held Wednesday, Dec. 8, at Oak Valley Elementary School.

“The significance of this contribution cannot be understated,” said Erik Talkin, Foodbank executive director. “We are very pleased that we were named as one of the foundation’s grant recipients. The Foodbank’s Produce Initiative is in line with the foundation’s passionate philosophy of building partnerships in the community and working collaboratively to make our community a better place to live and work.”

The Produce Initiative puts an emphasis on supplying fruits and vegetables to 264 local nonprofit groups and food programs. Last year 41 percent, or 3.8 million pounds, of the food distributed by the Foodbank was fresh produce.

The food bank always distributes produce free of charge to member agencies to encourage healthy eating.

Expanding produce accessibility to children is important to the Foodbank and the newly operating Kids’ Farmer’s Markets program, an extension of the Produce Initiative, successfully achieves that goal.

The Kids’ Farmer’s Markets program trains volunteers to teach kids in after-school programs both nutrition education and hands-on cooking lessons.

	

	


This program currently operates at 12 sites countywide, including in the Santa Ynez Valley. After the children cook and eat a healthy meal, they get to take home a bag full of fresh produce, where they can help feed and cook for the whole family.

The foundation’s $10,000 gift is particularly significant this year because it is double the amount that was granted to the food bank last year.

