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Huey Lewis and his sense of humor were on display at Chumash Casino on Thursday, telling the crowd that when he wrote the hit-to-be "Power of Love," "who knew we were going to have to play it every night of our lives?" 
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It could be said that the everyman '80s-era hit-maker Huey Lewis unwittingly laid out self-fulfilling prophecies for himself, with the now-classic songs "Heart of Rock and Roll" and "Working for a Living" smash hits. Sure enough, when Mr. Lewis and the News broke into those beloved old chestnuts Thursday night at the Chumash Casino, it very much felt like the heart of rock and roll is still beating, and the band is still very much working for a living, and a not-bad one at that. 

As he told a happy throng at the Chumash Casino on Thursday, coming back for the first of three encores, when he wrote the hit-to-be "Power of Love," "who knew we were going to have to play it every night of our lives?" 

Time is a slippery matter with legacy bands such as this one. The News played in this room twice before, in 2005 and 2006, and opened for Chicago at the Santa Barbara Bowl in the mid '00s. This year's casino show was more of the same old same old. Time stood still, for better or worse. 

But, to Mr. Lewis' credit, it isn't for lack of trying or making forward-moving gestures. He periodically puts energy into tweaking his band's sound (this current model was fortified by a three-piece horn section) and also coming up with new material, even though he recognizes that the audience primarily wants to bask in the glow of the Hits from the Day. 

Early in the show on Thursday, the band stoked up a few fetching R&B-geared tunes, which are newer works, though clearly with an ear and heart grounded in the American soul music sound of the '60s. Mr. Lewis and company have been tilling a timeless musical soil from the beginning, and the very fact of their being "out of sync" with the bland '80s pop radio sound help land them a solid place on the scene. 

Mr. Lewis was never the most charismatic or commanding of singers, but that yeoman quality has always been part of his dude-next-door charm. These days, Mr. Lewis has some trouble staying in tune, and there were some cringe-worthy flat notes on Thursday. Then again, musical prowess isn't really the primary merchandise this band is — or ever was — selling. It's all about easygoing hooks, party humors and time-defying American rock-soul sounds. 

If there was a star of this show, from a musical standpoint, it was the excellent guitarist Stef Burns, also a highlight of earlier Samala Showroom shows by the band. Whether issuing tasty, steamy, blues-flavored riffs, on, say, "Want a New Drug," or jazz maneuvers over the Steely Dan-like chord changes tucked into "Small World," Mr. Burns jumped out as a highly musical electric guitarist, with an assured and never overstated or overblown voice (a rarity in rock). 

Adding variety and spice to the set, Mr. Lewis dug deep into the band's history for what he jokingly called their "greatest misses," cheekily blaming the record company for not making them hits. In keeping with band tradition, musicians came up center stage for a couple of a cappella doo wop-ish tunes, before satisfying the restless, hit-hungry crowd members with "Heart of Rock and Roll." 

Mr. Lewis has just enough hits in the book to continually punctuate his artistic detours with familiar numbers and keep the party rolling, on into an indefinite future. We had to check our watch and calendar on the way out, as the hooks clung stubbornly to our memory banks. 


