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August 5, 2010

Chumash golfing benefits community

By Vincent Armenta/Commentary

When we organized our first Chumash Charity Golf Classic in 2004, we had a feeling that it would be popular. However, little did we know just how successful it would be year after year.

Next week as we tee off at our sixth annual event, our sold-out tournament will once again raise much-needed funds for local charities in our community. This year the two nonprofits that will benefit are the Stuart C. Gildred Family YMCA and United Boys & Girls Club of Santa Barbara County.

In previous years, we have presented up to $100,000 to the charities involved in our tournament. Past recipients have included People Helping People of Santa Ynez Valley, the Unity Shoppe of Santa Barbara, Solvang Lutheran Home and the Foodbank of Santa Barbara County.

In today’s economy, it is more important than ever to help support our local charities, and we’re enthusiastic that so many people stepped up to the plate to help us raise funds this year.

Held at the River Course at the Alisal Guest Ranch in Solvang, our tournament provides golfers with breathtaking panoramas of the brilliant hues of the foothills of the Santa Ynez Valley. In addition to golfing, our Chumash Charity Golf Classic is filled with plenty of other activities that complement a full day of fun on the course.

The festivities begin with the Chairman’s Dinner that I host for participants at Hotel Corque the night before the tournament. Throughout the evening while we are dining on a delicious meal prepared by the Root 246 staff and listening to speeches, we hold a silent auction that provides the nonprofits with additional opportunities to raise funds for their organizations.

After golfing on the day of the tournament, we finish up by holding an awards banquet in the late afternoon. Winning teams are announced and provided with a variety of prizes.

We’re proud that our Chumash Charity Golf Classic has become an event that is marked on calendars far in advance. It brings together golf teams that are composed of a wide variety of philanthropic-minded individuals. From our vendors to members of management to tribal members to tribal leaders from other California tribes — all gather for a great two days of grinning, golfing and giving.

Organized by a team of employees and tribal members headed up this year by Assistant Director of Slots Larry Palato and Tribal Elder Reggie Pagaling, our tournament is produced flawlessly and leaves participants looking forward to next year’s event.

Throughout the year, we provide funding to nonprofits through our Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation, but the funds we raise from our tournament are in addition to the funding our foundation provides. We do this because we want to ensure that our local charities are funded as well as possible to help this community continue to thrive.

Our Chumash Charity Golf Classic is a perfect example of how our tribe, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, demonstrates our strong commitment to the community.

Vincent Armenta is the tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

