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	The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is partnering with a unit of the Army Reserves to provide several weeks of free medical, dental and eye check-ups for people without health insurance.

The Chumash and Army MedCom will offer the free care at specific times this month and in May and June at the Tribal Health Clinic in Santa Ynez.

The free services include female wellness exams, general physicals, eye exams, foot exams, dental exams and x-rays, teeth fillings and cleanings.

The medical care is by appointment only. The medical sessions will be scheduled from April 22 to May 6 and again from June 4 to June 16.

The clinics are expected to run weekdays from noon to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Army MedCom is a unit of the Army Reserves, and is covering the costs for the clinics. The health clinic staff will provide extra support as needed.

"We are proud to partner in such a wonderful opportunity to provide medical and dental care at no cost to our community," said Jess Montoya, executive director of the Tribal Health Clinic, in a statement.

Special eye clinics will be held May 1 and June 12 at the Shepard Eye Center in Santa Maria. The Santa Maria Valley Lions Club will be on hand to help people who may qualify to obtain free eyeglasses.

For appointments, call 688-7070. People with health insurance are asked to call the tribal clinic for other appointments rather than taking space at the times for the uninsured patients. The clinic is located at 90 Via Juana Lane.

The Santa Ynez Tribal Health Clinic offers medical, dental and social services to anyone in the community, not only tribal members. The facility operates on a sliding-fee scale based on income. It accepts Medicare, Medi-Cal and major insurance plans.


