
Three, two one, liftoff!
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Local residents have embraced the big-bang theory, at least with regard to an Independence Day fireworks display.

A fundraising campaign to save Santa Maria’s July 4 pyrotechnic show has — as our intrepid reporter described it in a news story — “rocketed past its goal.” Why stop there? The fireworks show is now officially in orbit.

Fireworks show organizers needed $15,000 to stage the show at the Fairpark, started a fundraising campaign — which included a collaborative effort by the Times and Chamber of Commerce, with matching $2,500 donations — and ended up with nearly $20,000, which means not only a good show this July, but they also have a good jump start on a July 4 display for 2011.

The fundraising campaign was sitting on the launch pad last week until the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians contributed $7,000, essentially ensuring a show this summer. The tribe also anted up $20,000 last month to resurrect Lompoc’s annual fireworks show.

We’d like to thank and congratulate the tribe and others who stepped up: Plains Exploration and Production Co. (PXP), the Diani Companies, the Will family, Smith Electric, Santa Maria Breakfast Rotary, COLAB/Andy Caldwell, Rabobank, the YMCA, Committee INC, Santa Maria Fairpark employees and Daniel Mahoney.

Again, we feel compelled to point out that this is exactly what happens when communities work together toward a common goal. These are tough economic times — but not so tough that the recession’s effects can’t be trumped by a united community effort.

