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A fundraising drive to save Santa Maria’s July 4 fireworks show — threatened with cancellation due to a lack of financial support — has rocketed past its goal.

Some $15,000 was needed by April 15 in order to sign a contract with the pyrotechnics company, and $19,400 had been pledged as of Friday toward the Independence Day spectacular in the Central Coast’s All-America City, according to organizers.

Any extra funds — the surplus now stands at $4,400 — will be rolled over toward the costs of next year’s patriotic extravaganza.

A $7,000 donation from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians last week pushed the cash total well past its target.

“We are pleased to donate to the Santa Maria fireworks project,” said Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta. “Helping to fund community projects like this is important to our (charitable) foundation because the project represents an event that the entire community can enjoy.”

Last month in Lompoc, a $20,000 donation from the tribe saved that city’s annual July 4 pyrotechnics display over Lompoc High School’s Huyck Stadium.

The latest announcement comes weeks after traditional event planners — the city of Santa Maria, the Santa Maria Chamber of Commerce, and the Santa Maria Fairpark — canceled the show due to a lack of money.

However, the Santa Maria Times and the chamber teamed up with the fairpark for a joint fundraising effort.

“The show will go on!” fairpark CEO Dennis Pearson said this week.

In thanking everyone who contributed, Pearson noted that funds are still being accepted, and will help ensure that fireworks are an annual event on Independence Day.

Donations can be sent or taken to the Times offices: 3200 Skyway Drive or P.O. Box 400, Santa Maria 93456, or the fairpark offices at 937 S. Thornburg St.

It is difficult to ask people for money while the country is mired in a recession, but the voluntary contributions should be enough to put on a decent show, said Bob Hatch, president and CEO of the chamber.

“We’re quite pleased that these generous donors stepped up to preserve this important patriotic event,” said Times Publisher Cynthia Schur. “It goes to show what a giving community we have.”

The Times and the chamber each pitched in $2,500 to help underwrite the show. Major donations also were pledged by the Plains Exploration and Production Co. (PXP), the Diani Companies, the Will family, and Smith Electric.

Others making donations included the Santa Maria Breakfast Rotary Club, COLAB/Andy Caldwell, Rabobank, the YMCA, the Committee to Improve North County, Santa Maria Fairpark employees and Daniel Mahoney.

In recent years, the show has come perilously close to being called off at least twice.

The public fireworks display is the Santa Maria Valley’s largest. In previous years, as many as 5,000 spectators have packed the fairgrounds, and thousands of others stake out viewing spots in nearby parking lots and neighborhoods.

In 2005, eleventh-hour support from Your Orcutt Youth Organization saved the fireworks spectacular.

At the last minute in 2009, funding from the community came together, and the show went on without a hitch.

