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Tribe seeks support for next project

By Richard Gomez/Commentary

We are well aware that change is most often met with trepidation and suspicion in many situations. That is particularly true here in the Santa Ynez Valley, where residents are protective over the pastoral landscape and dislike any type of transformation in this beautiful valley.

Our tribe, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, is specifically aware of the wrath that can be directed toward any hint of change. In this case, however, we are hopeful that residents will welcome our proposed project that we believe is most definitely change for the better.

Next week story poles, which are used to show the elevation and silhouette of proposed construction, will be installed by a licensed surveyor at 990 Edison St., the site of a new service station that our tribe hopes to build in the future.

The objective of this proposed new service station is to replace our old gas station located across the street on the corner of Edison and Highway 246. The new station will be located on the 1.14-acre site on the southeast corner of Highway 246 and Edison Street.

We believe that a new service station will be a valuable addition to the area and will not only improve the aesthetics of that corner, but will also offer visitors and residents a full range of services. Planned for the new station is a 2,500-square-foot convenience store, a car wash, disabled-accessible rest rooms, five covered fuel pumps, an air and water station, and a propane tank service facility.

The car wash will be self-serve and automated with a separate vacuum and drying area. It will utilize recycled water to minimize water demand. The project will also include a water quality system that will capture any potential contamination resulting from activities on the site.

In addition to the amenities, the service station will have nearly 8,000 square feet of landscaping, featuring drought-tolerant native trees and shrubs with an emphasis on low water usage. As with any project, eye-catching landscaping adds significant appeal and serves to enhance the area.

We have presented our plans to the county’s Central Board of Architectural Review (CBAR) and made adjustments based on their input. After a recent round of suggested modifications, we will present again at the next CBAR meeting.

Although we hope to build this new station in the near future, the specific date is dependent upon the economy. While a variety of economists point to some emerging signs that the worst of the Great Recession is behind us, we want to ensure that the ups and downs of the economy stabilize before getting too far ahead.

In the meantime, we will continue to operate our gas station across the street and provide the high level of quality service that our customers have become accustomed to. We invite you to stop by our gas station on the corner of Edison and Highway 246 where you will find a poster depicting our proposed station and a fact sheet providing information on the proposed amenities.
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