
	Illuminating the Commonplace : Chumash Casino hosts a family-friendly visit from Cirque Dreams Illumination, for one performance only
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ONSTAGE 

'CIRQUE DREAMS ILLUMINATION' 

When: 8 p.m. April 8 

Where: Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 E. Highway 246, in Santa Ynez 

Cost: $45 to $95, 18 and over 

Information: 686-4152, chumashcasino.com 

Cirque Dreams Illumination company member Martin Lamberti admits performing before an audience is more of an addiction than a professional pursuit. 

"By the time I was 8, I had my first public appearance, which definitely sold me. My father did a tightrope act. It was back in the day of county and state fairs. At the end of the tightrope act, there'd be a big announcement and I'd come out with a butterfly net to catch my dad. That was my first time onstage, and I loved every second of it and have never wavered from being onstage since." 

Cirque Dreams, the Florida-based company of virtuoso acrobats, contortionists and illusionists of which Lamberti is part and parcel, has a new show touring nationally. It will visit the Chumash Casino Thursday for just one performance. 

Their show, "Cirque Dreams Illumination," dazzles the eyes with 1,000 costumes and engages the imagination with a storyline based on the idea of "ordinary people walking through a city, doing extraordinary things," says Robert Muraine, another member of the cast. 

Muraine became a phenom a couple years ago when he wowed the judges on the popular TV show "So You Think You Can Dance." A contortionist, Muraine equally amazes and nauseates viewers with his pretzel-ish technique. 

During a telephone conversation recently with another company member Lamberti, regarding the story theme of "Cirque Dreams Illumination" ? ordinary actions interpreted by extraordinary acrobatic artists ? Lamberti describes his several roles. 

"As the vagabond, the area of the street that we're showing on stage is my domain. The scene itself is under a railroad bridge in a city," he says. 

The vagabond at one point transforms his boom box into a movie camera and becomes a movie director, grabbing people off the street to shoot a scene. 

"It's actually a silent movie sketch," Lamberti explains. "It's been around for a while and has become pretty much a classic sketch. I think it surfaced originally in the streets, in the early '70s. Each person that does it adds their own twist. Mine happens to be a whistle, and some of the gags are my original gags. I enjoy doing it very much, and luckily," he says with a smile in his voice, "most of the people doing it with me enjoy it as well." 

Born in Rochester, Ind., the winter offseason home for hundreds of circus people in the '30s and '40s, Lamberti was adopted by a family of high-wire artists. 

"The family name, Lamberti, is an Italian name, but my parents came to America from Germany in the 1920s. I was adopted by the Lamberti's at the age of 8, but was in their custody from the age of 4. They immediately began training me when I was 4 years old." 

And soon an acrobatic addict was born. 

But what exactly is "Cirque Dreams Illumination"? Vaudeville? Circus? Magic show? Theater? 

"I wouldn't quite go so far as to suggest this is a revival of vaudeville, because coming from an old vaudeville family, vaudeville is much, much closer to variety theater. 'Cirque Dreams Illumination' is somewhat like vaudeville, in that we are using variety and vaudeville-style acts that work onstage, rather than circus rings, but we've brought it all together with actual storylines. Even though nothing is spoken, there is a storyline, and certain interactions between individual actors onstage continue throughout the show. It's easy to just grab a bunch of acts and put them onstage, but getting the performers to actually act is a whole different ball of wax." 


