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Chumash Buy 1390-Acre Santa Ynez Valley Ranch from Fess Parker
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Fess Parker

SANTA BARBARA - The company owned by late actor Fess Parker has sold a 1390-acre ranch in the Santa Ynez Valley commonly known as "Camp Four" to the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

 

The transaction was announced in a statement released by Santa Barbara attorney Charles Bargiel with the firm of Mullen & Henzell LLP.

 

Terms of the sale were not disclosed but sources tell your Central Coast News the sale price is about $40 million.

 

Bargiel says discussions between the late actor's two children, Eli and Ashley, representing Fess Parker Enterprises and the Chumash Tribe began several months ago and that Fess Parker himself was aware of the negotiations despite his failing health. 

 

The deal has been rumored about among valley residents for weeks.

 

Its unknown what plans the Chumash Tribe has for the sprawling piece of property located at the northeast corner of Highway 154 and Highway 246/Armour Ranch Road.

 

When contacted about the sale by your Central Coast News earlier this week a spokesperson for the Chumash said the Tribe had no comment.

 

A spokesperson for the Parker family says the family is still in mourning over the death of Fess Parker on March 18 and is not discussing business.

 

Back in 2004, Fess Parker and Chumash Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta announced a partnership to develop about 750 acres of the Camp Four site for tribal member housing and other amenities including a hotel and golf course resort.

 

But its believed Parker backed out of the deal amid widespread opposition from the County of Santa Barbara and valley residents.

 

Fess Parker Enterprises has owned The Camp Four ranch property for about ten years and has used it for raising cattle and growing wine grapes.

 

The land is currently zoned for agricultural use.

 

