



	A Fight in the Spotlight — Local boxer Serrano scores win on undercard of Hernandez's SHOBOX KO
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Freddy Hernandez celebrates after scoring a fifth-round knockout of his fight against DeMarcus Corley during Friday night's card at the Chumash Casino in Santa Ynez. Hernandez improved to 28-1 in the victory. 
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Santa Maria's Rufino Serrano, right, throws a punch to Jesus Pacheco. 
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Rufino Serrano wants to be one of those fighters with network backing who s nationally televised fights. 

If he figures out how to finish off fights like Freddy Hernandez he just might get there. 

Hernandez took four rounds of punishment and schooling from DeMarcus Corley before ending the fight with a brutal right hand in the fifth round of the main event of a card televised by Showtime at Chumash Casino Friday night. 

Corley, a 35-year-old former junior welterweight champion, dictated the pace and landed several flush shots during the first three rounds. Corley (36-13-1) presented style problems for Hernandez (28-1, 19 KOs), who took the fight on short notice and only had a week to train for the left-handed former champ with fights against Floyd Mayweather Jr., Miguel Cotto and Zab Judah on his record. 

"The experience that he had really gave me problems early in the fight," Hernandez said. "Plus, left-handers normally give me problems." 

Told by his corner to throw more right hands, Hernandez was more aggressive and more effective as the fight went on, but Corley was able to win rounds by forcing the action inside and throwing more punches. 

That changed in the fourth round. 

Hernandez landed a right to the temple that dropped Corley just before the end of the round, but it was ruled a slip by referee Pat Russell. 

The punch clearly hurt Corley, however. 

Hernandez opened the fifth with a straight right hand to the chin that rocked Corley. Hernandez stayed aggressive and ended the punch when he landed another right hook flush to the chin as Corley leaned in to throw a punch. 

The shot straightened Corley, who then landed with a thud to the canvas. 

Russell didn' t bother counting to 10. 

"I knew that I hurt him when I hit him, but I didn' t know he was going to be knocked out," Hernandez said. 

Serrano, a 19-year-old super bantamweight in his first year of pro boxing, improved to 4-2 with a unanimous-decision win over Jesus Pacheco. The Santa Maria native had a chance to register his first knockout win, but he had to settle for three identical 40-36 judges' scorecards. 

"I would have liked the KO," said Serrano, weighing in at 126 pounds. "Maybe next time." 

Serrano, pursuing a welding certificate at Hancock College, couldn' t find a way to finish Pacheco (2-11-6) despite hurting him in the first round and dominating the third round. 

"I thought I had him in the third round, but he had too much heart," said Serrano, who landed a pair of big left hooks that wobbled Pacheco near the end of the round. 

Francisco Contreras (14-0, 13 Kos) stayed unbeaten when he registered a first-round knockout of Luis Castaneda (16-3-1) in the other televised fight. The bout ended when Contreras landed a right to the temple, followed by a pair of left hooks and a right hand that put Castaneda on the canvas at 1:38 in first, but the punches alone didn' t finish off Castaneda. He twisted his knee as he fell to the canvas and was unable to get up until he limped out of the ring. 

Ruben Rivera (4-0-1, 3 Kos) opened the card by registering a first-round KO of Derrick Thomas (2-9-1) in a junior middleweight bout. New Yorker Ali Emad improved to 5-0 with a unanimous decision win over Denver' s Chris Green (7-5-1)in a six-round heavyweight fight, and Hollywood-based Nigerian Lateef Kayode KO' d Canadian David Whittom (10-12-1) midway through the second round with a left hook to the temple to improve to 10-0 with nine knockouts. 

The final fight and most entertaining bout on the non-televised portion of the card was between junior middleweights Anthony McDavitt of Long Beach and Javier Romero of Compton. McDavitt rushed forward and threw video-game like uppercuts and wild right hooks that amused the crowd — including one that spun him around because he missed by so much — but had little effect on Romero. McDavitt (1-1) did enough to win a majority decision, 40-36, 39-37, 38-38, and win his first pro fight. Romero remained winless at 0-3-1. 


